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INTRODUCTION. 



THE System of Fonnation and Field-Moyement, in which the British 
Cavahry have been drilled and instructed since the year 1796, although admi- 
rable in principle, and in the mathematical precision of its details, has of late been 
generally considered to require some degree of Revision and curtailment. The 
Manoeuvres usually called for in the presence of an Enemy, are few, and of the 
most simple description ; but it is necessary that Troops should be instructed in 
all modes of formation and movement, which, under any probable circumstances, 
may be required pf them ;* and in this instruction, the main object of Military 
Tactics should always be kept in view ; namely, to concentrate the force and 



* In tbe foUowiog IiiBtructioiis for Field Morements, noae hare been Introduced but locli ai are 
coQiidered uaeftil and fit for actual serrice. Thus the Adrance in Double Column of Half-squadrons, or 
Diririons, has been adopted as good and useful ; but tbe Retiring in Double Column omitted, as being 
an unsafe mode of Retreat, and wholly unfit for Caralrj in the presence of an active Enemy. 

It has not been deemed necessary to make a repetition of each Manceurre, with the ^mple diffsr* 
caee of Right or Left in front 4 unless some peculiarity attached to the movement in consequence. 



power of many, and to render these available and obedient to the intelligence of 
One. This principle applies perhaps more peculiarly to Cavalry, than either to 
Infantry or Artillery, since the whole effect of the former in war, must depend 
upon promptness of decision, and rapidity of execution. Without these qualities, 
Cavalry are worse than useless. 

A Regiment of Cavalry is therefore divided into Squadrons, as distinct 
Integral Bodies, dependant upon one Leader, whose duty it is to catch up, 
repeat, and execute the orders of the Commanding Officer as soon as spoken ; 
that the whole thus acting ux ooBcert, n^y be hut as the limbs of one body, 
moving by the impulse of a single will. 

Mere Parade Movements, used for purposes of Inspection, Appearance, and 
Display, should be considered entirely separate from those for the field, and for 
i^ct^v^ duty. The former have their i^ea and advantage ; and the regularity and 
prepisiqn of their {Execution are by no means to be neglected ; as they tend to 
inculcate the necessity of militajy order and discipline ; and also to raise in the 
SoVli^i! ^ feeling of pride in lus individual appearance, an4 that of his Corps, 
wl^iqb it is always desirable that he should possess. Good Marching Fast i^ 
generally the prelude to a good Field Day ; and, on the contrary, wh^n this 
f\r8t Farade Mpven^nt has been performed in a sloveply an4 indifferent qiann^r, 
tl\e 14 wo^^v^s that follow will usually partake of that character. 

In this point of view, there is no objection to the use of Camp Colours to 
mark the ground fbr Infanty ; or markers posted to give the Square for Cavahy 
<lMra9 U^(^ P^^de Mpvei^euts.* But in Field Movements Bfi^ formations 
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adapted to active seirice, all this cumbersome machinery should be put aside : 
nor will their absence be perceived if the Officers are active, inteUigent^ and con- 
versant with their duty, except in the increased rapidity of the Movements and 
Formations, and the quickness and precision of the Dressings upon each. 

It is not within the compass, or objects of this Work to enter into the de- 
tails of the first drill and formation of the Recruit, the training of young Horses, 
and all the minutice of the Drill Ground and Riding School. Field Movements 
and Manoeuvres should commence where these end ; and, indeed, nothing can be 
added on these points to the subject, as treated in the ^^ Instructions in IMGlitary 
Equitation, &c.,'' published by authority of the Adjutant General June 1st, 
1819 :^ which commences with the first position of the Recruit on Horseback, 
and embraces every point of instruction both of man and horse, until fitted for 
the Ranks in Squadron. 

But there are some observations necessary with respect to the posting and 
duties of Officers ; which, if properly attended to, will enable them to perform 
these, without the assistance of Non-commissioned Officers to point out their 
Intervals, Dressing, Covering, &c.; an assistance which it must be injurious to 
an Officer to depend upon ; since, under the most critical ciromnstances, in the 
presence of an Enemy, he may for the first time be called upon to dispense with 
it It is moreover of the utmost importance that the men should be habituated to 
look to, and depend upon, their Officers under all circumstances. To follow 
them in movement, to look to them alone for the points of formation ; and, in 
case of dispersion, or confiision of any kind, that the Officer halting, and rsdsing his 
Sword, should be the sure and constant rallying point for those under his imme- 
diate command. 



* B7 WiUiam Clowet, 14, Chiring CroM, Loo^qb. 
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GENERAL RULES. 

The Squadron Officer has the sole and entire command of his Squa- 
dron, while formed and acting as such ; His constant post is in front of the Centre, 
to which point every eye must look for the formation and dressing in Line. 

When the Squadron moves to either flank by Threes, the Squadron OflScer 
turns on his own ground, and every individual retains his relative position. The 

« 

Half-squadron Officers on the flank of their front-rank Threes, on the flanks 
of the Squadron. 

When in Open or in Close Column, the Squadron is equally under his 
sole command; the Half-squadron Officers, or Division Leaders, being en- 
trusted with the preservation of the Intervals and the correct covering of the 
pivot-flank, under his superintendance. 



Whenever the Squadron is broken into Half-squadrons, for the purposes of 
Movement, in Echelon, Peloton, &c. ; the Half squadron Officers take the com- 
mand of their respective Half-squadrons, and immediately place themselves in 
front of the Centre. 

(N. B. In every small detached body of Cavalry, the post of the Officer 
commanding it, is in front of the Centre, when fronted, or in line.) 

In Echelon or Peloton, or when otherwise detached. Half-squadron Officers 
and Division Leaders are in front, and in command of their respective bodies, 
during the movement; and, when a formation is ordered, they will immediately 
look to the Squadron Officer, and move upon him as their Central point of 
Formation for the Squadron. 
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In a flank march by Threes, of Half-squadrons or Divisions so detached, the 
constant post of the Officer commanding, is on the flank of his leading firont-rank 
Threes ; and, if fronted on the march, he resumes his place in firont of the 
Centre, 



The Duty of the Serrefile Officers is to see that the rear-ranks are steady, and 
dress well up to their fix)nt-rank men ; but, if any remarks or corrections are 
necessary, they must be made as quietly as possible, and without moving from 
their own position. 



A Non-commissioned Officer is placed on each flank, of Half-squadrons, and 
Divisions, to aid the general movements of the Squadron, and to ensure the 
steadiness of the flanks, in Column, Echelon, &c. 



The first object of every Cavalry Officer entrusted with the command of any 
portion of the Regiment, upon taking his Post, should be to make a rapid survey 
of the position and bearings of the Line or Column. His Eye should be habi- 
tuated to take a line directly perpendicular to his fix)nt ; which he must deter- 
mine at once, by any two points he can perceive upon it — a distant Tree, a Bush, 
with even a tuft of Orass or Heather may serve for this purpose. This is not 
merely necessaiy in case of leading directly upon the Line so taken, but also in 
deciding the Angle of a Wheel, that it may be halted quietly square to the 
former firont 

4 

His next object should be, to measure with his eye, and fix in his mind, by 
comparison with the ground, the exact length of the firont of his Squadron, Half- 
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squadlron, ot Divfeion ; tliat he ttay b^ 6tab\eA to ascertaiii and late up the 
coltect inteiTtds rec^u&red ih Varfotts moVetoehls Mid formations. 

In the Officer commanding the leading Half-squadron, or Division of a 
Column, the greatest attention and quiclmess in taki^ up a direct line, is most 
essential The moment a wheel is made into a new direction, and the word 
** fbntara^* ^iVBh, he tnust in^iltly fix upon two objects, wbeteon to move, in a 
liiie perpendicular to A^ neiV front of the Colunih. 

Kthe Word of Command be ^* Right or Left Wheel T^ this iaJways sighififes 
that the inward flank is to Halt, and the outward flank to describe a Quarter 
Circle, forming an Angle of 90 Degrees with its former position. In like manner 
the Half' TVTieel is an Eighth ; the Quarter Wheel a sixteenth of the circum- 
ference. 

K the Word of Command be ^ Right or Left Shoulders f" the Inward flank 
does not Halt ; and the portion of a circle described by the Outward Flank is at 
the discretion of the Commanding Officer, who gives the word^ '^ Forward P* 
when in the direction required. The Leading Officer catching up his points upon 
the new line of March, perpendicular to the front, upon that word. 

To presenre ao even pace and regularity of intervals in the Column, on bring- 
ing the Bight or Left Shoulders forward, it is necessary to observe, that the Pivot 
Flank does not alter its pace. If the tarn be towards the Pivot Flank, that will 
move round in a very small circle, at the same paee in which the Body was 
previously moving ; the Outer Flank increasing the pace until they receive the 
word, " Forward /** K the turn be made to the Reverse Flank, the Rvot Flank 
will move steadily round, without asLj alteration of pace, and the Reverse Flank 
will dacken to half its former q>eed, and resume the paee on the word^ ** Forward*^ 1 
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PACES OF CAVALRY. 

The Paces of lofantiy require to be regulated by the length of step, and 
numbers in a minute, &c. Those of Cavalry are separate and distinct, as regu- 
lated by nature : the Walk, Trot, and Gallop. 

It should be generally understood, and so practised in Manoeuvre, that when 
a walk is sotmded, it should be as fast as can be maintained by a Column of 
Troops, without breaking into a Trot ; and, when a Trot is sounded, as £sLst as 
can be maintained by all, without breaking into a gallop. The latter Pace will 
be at the rate of full nine miles an hour ; and there is no difficulty, with a litOe 
practice, to attain sufficient steadiness to depend upon it Should the Com- 
manding Officer desire to reduce the Speed, it is very easily regulated to any 
point necessary. But if Regiments were drilled to keep strictly to the Pace 
sounded, it would save much trouble and confusion ; and they might depend 
upon a Walk of four miles, and a Trot of nine miles an hour. The GMlop 
should be always well in hand, (rather faster than a Canter,) about twelve miles 
anhour; and /AeCAar^r^ should be equal to the full speed of the slowest horses. 
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FORMATIONS 



AND 



PARADE MOVEMENTS, 



A Regiment of Light Cavalry should consist of not less than Three 
Squadrons f nor of more than Five Squadnms. 

Squadrons are composed each of Two TVoops ; the strength of which must 
necessarily vaiy, according to circumstances ; but no Squadron should contain 
less than Thirty-rix Files. 

Forty-eight Files form a good Squadron for Drill and Exercise; but the 
best effectiTe strength for all purposes, especially on foreign senrice, is Sixty 
Files when told off. 

A Troop should therefore consist (exclusiye of Officers) of— 

1 Quarter Master, or Troop Sergeant Major, 
4 Serjeants, 
4 Corporals, 
1 Trumpeter, 
1 Farrier, and 
60 Privates, 
which will allow for some casualties. 
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FORMATION OF THE TROOP. 



Each Troop fonns on its own Troop Parade in Rank Entire, and sized ac- 
cording to the Mounted Size Roll,* That, which is to be the Right Troop of the 
Squadron, is sized/rom Left to Right; and that, which is to be the Left Troop, 
from Right to Left; that the largest Men and Horses may be in the centre 
of the Squadron when formed. 

The Non-commissioned Officers at even intervals along the front, facing 
the Troop, at two horses^ length distance. 

The Captain, or senior Officer present, then gives the word, 

Attention! 

#- right 1 
Eves/ or > to the flank from which the Troop is sized; 
I left 3 

and, when correctly dressed. 

Eyes front! 

The Inspection is then made, and the Non-commissioned Officers called 
upon to account for any irregularity in the respective Squads. 

The Officer in command then gives the word, 

rright^ 
Number off from the< or >the flank from which the sizing commenced. 

I left, J 

Suppose the Right Troop of the Squadron, and the number of Privates pre- 
sent, to be Forty: 



* The Captaio, and each Troop Officer, should hare at all timet in pooesBion the following Rollf : ivt. 

1 . A correct Master Roll of the IVoop, according to aich Man's number ; with which erery article 

of his Arms, Clothing, and Appointments is marked. 

2. A Sqnad Roll of the Troop dirided into four parts; a Sergeant and Corporal to each. 

3. A Mounted Size Roll ; and, 4. A Dismounted Sise Roll. 
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The Officer (taking the half,) will give the caution, 

No. 20. Right of the Front Rank! 

No. 21. Left of the Rear Rank! Plate I.— A. 

The two Men so numbered stretch out their right hands to the front, as instructed 
in drill. He will then give the words. 

Rear Rank, by your left, rein backwards! 

March! Halt! 

Left File! Right form! and Cover! 

The Caution is then given (taking as near the half of the front Rank, as will 
admit of the left Division being a centre one of the Squadron, sub-dividing 
exactly by threey when the Non-commissioned Officers are posted,) 

No. 10. Right of the Left Division; 

No. H . Left of the Right Division ! 
The Men so numbered holding out their hands. 

Right Division, right Passage ! 

March! Halt, Dress! Plate 1. — B, 

To gain an interval of about tuH> YardSy for the admission of the Non-commis- 
sioned Officers on the jQanks of each Division. 

The Officer will then place a Sergeant on both flanks of each Division, in 
the front Rank, covered by a Corporal in the rear Rank. 

If there should not be a sufficient number of Non-commissioned Officers 
present. Corporals will take the place of Sergeants, and intelligent Privates re- 
place the Corporals. 

An Officer is posted on each flank of the front Rank; and the Seirefile (if 
any) with the Quarter Master or Troop Sergeant Major, half a horse's length in 

the rear. The Farrier half a horse's length in rear of the Troop Sergeant Major. 

Plate 1. — C. 

If the two Troops of the Squadron are paraded in the same Barrack, or on 

ground near to each other, they may file off at once, and form Squadron without 

telling off; but if a Troop has any distance to march, the Officer will tell them 

off by alternate file's J and by threes before moving from his Troop Parade. 



FORMATION OF THE SQUADRON. 



When the two Troops close together to form the Squadron, the Officers 
move out to the front, and place themselves, at even intervals, fisuring their 
Troops, at iuH> horses^ length distance ; the Captain fieicing the centre. 

The Squadron Officer then ascertains the strength of his Divisions, and 

* 

equalizes them by shifting a file or two, if necessary. 

When the strength of the Squadron admits of each Division being told off 
exactly into threes it is an eligible circumstance ; but at any rate care must be 
taken that the ttvo centre Divisiom are equal, and divide exactly by threes, (and 
their flank Sergeants posted accordingly,) although the ^ank Divisions do not, 
and are thereby a file or two stronger or weaker. 

The distance of Files, in all Formations and Movements, is six inches from 
knee to knee, which should be most strictly attended to. 

The distance of Ranks, is half a horse's length, taken firom head to croup, 
which is the constant and essential distance of Formation and Movement 



TELLING-OFF THE SQUADRON. 



The Squadron Officer then tells-off his Squadron 

by Two Half Squadrons, 

by Four Divisions, 

by Threes 

and by Alternate Files, commencing firom the centre of the Squadron, 

Thus :— " Left, Centre, Bight,'' in the Right Half-squadron, 
and ** Bight, Centre, Left,'' in the Lefl Half-squadron, 
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The Tellings-off are then proved by the Squadron Officer, those called 
upon extending their hands: — yiz. 

Right files proof! As you were! 

Left files proof! .As you were! 

Centre by threes proof! As you were! 

Flanks of threes proof! .As you were! 

Flanks of Divisions proof! As you were! 

The Officers then fall^in, and are thus posted: 

Squiidran Officer One horse's length in front of the exact centre of the 

Squadron. 

Tivo Half-squadron Officers One on each flank of the firont Rank. 

Serre/Ues In rear of their Troops, at half a horse^s length firom the rear Rank. 

The next in seniority to the Half-squadron Officer being in rear of the second 
File fix>ni the flank of the Squadron. The junior in rear of the second file 
fixnn the inward flank of his Troop. 

Quarter Masters^ or Troop Sergeant Majors In rear of the centre of their 

Half-Squadrons, at half a horse's length, — and 

Farriers At a horse's length in rear of the Troop Sergeant Major. 

Trumpeters On the right of the Squadron, two horses* length firom the flank; 

while the Squadron is detached. Plate 2. 



FORMATION OF THE REGIMENT. 



In a Regiment or line, the Squadrons form with an interval between each, 
equal to one-third of their actual firont 
* The Squadrons, when in line, are distinguished 

Right Squadron. 
Right-centre Squadron. 
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Centre Squadron. 
Left-centre Squadron. 
Left Squadron. 
Tlic tellings-off, &c. remain unchanged. 

The Ilalf-squadrons will likewise be distinguished by numbers from the 
right; as, No. 1, No. 2, No. 8, &c. &c. 



INSPECTION OR REVIEW. 



When a Regiment is formed for an Inspection or Review, the Band and 
Trumpeters are on the right, with a moderate interval; and the Staff (i. e. Pay 
Master, Surgeon, Regimental Quarter Master, &c.) on the right of the Band: 
except the Adjutant, who takes post on the right flank, at even distance between 
that and the Band, covered by the Regimental Sergeant M^or, in line with the 
rear Rank. The Farriers on the left of the line. 

The Commanding Officer iivo horses* length in front of the Officer command- 
ing the centre Squadron. Plate 3. — A, 

The word is given, 

Attention! By the Right; Dress! 

At the word, " Dress," each Squadron Officer turns to the right about j facing the 
centre of his Squadron: — and each Half-squadron Officer moves out, and /aces 
the outward Jlank File of his Half-squadron. 

The Adjutant places himself fronting the centre of the Right Half-squadron, 
No. 1; and the Regimental Sergeant Major fronting the centre of the left, No. 2: 
— the Adjutant regulates the Dressing of the Line upon the Officers of the Right 
Squadron. Plate 8. — B, 

When the Line is correctly dressed, the word is given, 

Eyes front! 
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The Half-squadron Officers, Adjutant, and Sergeant Major return to their posts, 
and the Squadron Officers front 



A fixed point is to be marked out, in front of the centre, according to the 
strength of the Regiment, at a distance fiilly equal to its front in Line, where 
the General is supposed to take his station; but, although he may choose to 
quit that position, still that spot is to be considered as the Reviewing Point, to 
which all movements and formations are relative. 



RECEIVING THE GENERAL. 



Upon the first intimation of the approach of the General, or Reviewing 

Officer, the words will be given, 

Attention ! 

( Repeated by the 

Rear Ranks take Order! March! •< 

( Squadron Officers. 

N. B. All Words and Cautions given by the Commanding Officer, must 
immediately be repeated, in a loud and distinct tone, by each Squadron Officer, 
except when in close column. 

At the Caution, ** Rear Ranks take Order!'' the two Corporals in the rear 
Rank, on each flank of the Squadron, rein back quickly, and take up the proper 
distance to the rear; viz. about equal to one-fourth of the front of the Squadron, 
Dressing to the Right; — ^and, at the word, " March!" the rear Rank rein back 
to them, the whole dressing to the right: — also, at the word "March!" all the 
Officers move out briskly to one horse's length in front; each Half-squadron 
Officer in front of the centre of his Half-squadron; the next in seniority in firont 
of the second File firom the flank of the Squadron, and the remainder at equal 
distances towards the centre. 
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The whole are dressed bj the Adjutant to the right The Squadron Offi- 
cers move forward one horse* s length in front of the line of Officers, dressing to 
the right: and the Commanding Officer two horees^ length in front of them, and of 
the centre of the Regiment The Troop Sergeant Majors will rein back to one 
horse^s length from the rear Rank, remaining in rear of the centre of their respec- 
tive Troops. 

When the whole are dressed and steady, he will give the word, 

Eyes front! Plate 8. — C. 



When the Oeneral, or Reviewing Officer, has arrived upon the ground, the 
Commanding Officer gives the following Cautions and, Word: — 

Attention! *^ 

General Salute ! > Repeated as usual by the Squadron Officers. 
Draw Swords! J 
At which word the whole draw Swords in three motions; the Officers bringing 
their swords down, at the last motion, to the Salute; the Non-commissioned 
Officers and Men carry Swords. 

The Band or Trumpets sound as directed; after which, the Officers recover 
and carry Swords, taking the time fix)m the Commanding Officer. 

The General then proceeds to the right of the Line, accompanied by the 
Commanding Officer, and the whole remain perfectly steady, without paying 
any frirther compliment, while he passes along the Ranks; during which time, 
the Band will play, or Trumpets sound; and they will cease when the General 
has returned to the right flank of the Regiment, and is going away from it 
When the General is going from the Regiment, the word is given. 

Slope Swords! 
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MARCHING PAST. 



The Commanding Officer then gives the Caution, 

March past by Half-sqadrons! 
This caution is especially giren that the Officers may remain steady, upon closing 
the Ranks, and not return to their posts in Squadron, as under all other circum- 
stances. 

Rear Ranks to Close Order ! 
March! 
The Rear Ranks move briskly up to the Close Order : also, at the word 
** March T' the Adjutant and Regimental Sergeant Major move out to take up the 
points. — The Sergeant Major places himself about the length of a Squadron from 
the extreme right, in line with the front rank, but facing to the rear:— >The Ad- 
jutant, having seen him posted, gallops forward in a line at right angles to the 
original formation, to mark the flank point on the line for marching past. 
The word is then given. 

Threes Right ! 
The whole move at once upon the word ; the Officers turning their horses to the 
right, upon their own ground.^ Plate 4. — A. 



* The object of Wheeling by Threes in CaTalry (right, left, or aboat,) is to effect that, which is ob- 
tained in Infantry by facing to the right, left, or abont, viz : the positioo preparatory to a morement to 
dther flank, or to the rear, without extension or derangement of order. The Thim to either hand, or to 
the rear bdng thus made npon the ground occupied by the Body of Troops, whether large or small.— The 
curtailment of the words of command for this operation is most beneficial; yiz : that instead of widting 
for the words, ** March !" followed by " Halt, Dress !" the whole should more at once upon the word 



«« 



Threes< left, or >being given.— It wiU be necessary to pay much attention to this pdnt in the Drilli 
(about" J 



That the Horses more smoothly round upon the centre, and immeHaiti^ drem to the Pivot /Umk,-^" Tkrett 
mbmur is always to tko '* Right Ahma* 

C 



•»t 
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The Field Bugle is directed to sound a Walk, and the word is given, 

" March !*' 
the Staff of the Regiment then fall out, and do not march past 

When the head of the Regiment reaches the point marked by the Sergeant 
Major, the word will be given, " Right Shoulders!" — and ^ Forward!" — when it 
is perpendicular to that marked by the Adjutant. 

When the leading threes of the right Half -squadron are within half a horse's 
length of the Adjutant, the Half-squadron Officer will give the word, No. 1, 
Front! Forward! Eyes right! being one horse's length in front of the centre of 
his Half-squadron, and the Squadron Officer one horse^s length in front of him. 

Plate 4. — B. 
The senior Subaltern in front of the second Kle from the right, and the 
junior in front of the second File from the left, in the Higkt Hedf-squadron; and 
vice versft in the Leji Half-squadron. 

The Commanding Officer two horses' length in front of the Squadron Officer, 
preceded by the Band or Trumpets: the whole moving forward at a steady walk. 
The next Half-squadron Officer will watch the moment, just before the pre- 
ceding Half-squadron is ordered to front, to give the word. 

Right incline ! to his leading threes; 
so as to disengage the head of his Half-squadron; and move on in the rear of the 
Hsdf-squadron just fronted, to the point marked by the Adjutant; and, when 
within half a horse's length, give the word. 

No. 2. Front!....Forward! Eyes right! 
being careful to take up his proper Half-squadron interval. 

No. 3, will take a squadron interval; and, in this manner, each Half-squa- 
dron is fronted, and clears the ground for its succeeding one. 



Immediately the rear of the Regiment has passed the point marked by the 
Sergeant Major, he rides diagonally across the ground, and takes a point, on die 
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line of marching past, the same distance on the right of the Renewing Point,^ as 
that taken by the Adjutant on the le/t. 

When the Band or Trumpets hare poised the General, they turn to the left, 
take a position opposite to the Reviewing Point, and continue to play while the 

Regiment passes* 

When the leading Half-squadron is within fifty yards of the General, the 
Half-squadron Officer gives the word, 

** Rear "R^ ^^ j take Orderl" 
"Carry Swords!" 
The Commanding Officer salutes singly; and after having passed, places 
himself on the right of the General. 

The officers of the right Half-squadrons take their time firom the Squadron 
Officer, and salute with him; those of the left Half-squadron salute with the 
Half-squadron Officer; all dressing to the right 

When the rear Bank of the next Half-squadron shall have passed the Ge- 
neral, the Half-squadron Officer will give the words. 

Rear Rank, take Close Order! 
Slope Swords! 
He will then immediately take his proper post on the pivot flank of his Half- 
squadron, and his Subalterns theirs in the rear: and when the right flank of his 
Half squadron has reached the point marked by the Sergeant Major, he will give 

the words. 

Left wheel! 

Forward! 

Eyes left! 
The Farriers march past in rear of the last Half-squadron; Troop Sergeant- 
Major in rear of their respective Troops; and the Adjutant in rear of the whole. 



When the last Half-squadron shall have wheel^d^ the Bugle will sound a Trot, 
the whole Colunm will at once increase the pace to a eteadjf brisk trot ac- 
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coidingly. When the head of the Colonm is about square with the original line of 
formation, the leading Half-squadron will wheel to the left, (the Adjutant mark- 
ing the point when ordered,) and remaining until each Half-squadron has wheeled 
in succession. In this manner the Column proceeds, making two more wheels 
at the angles of the ground, tiU the leading Half-squadron has arrived on the line 
of passing the Greneral; and when that has gained ground sufficient for the depth 
of a Close Column, the word will be given. 

Column will dose to the front! 

No. 1. Halt! 
The remaining Half-squadrons wiU wheel, move up, and halt in succession. 

The Band having moved, during the march of the Column, to meet the Re- 
giment at this point, the Troops wiU then pass the General ijf nngle Files^ or 
rank past bff threei. 



FILING PAST. 



If ordered to file past, as soon as the Colunm is formed, the word is given. 

No. I. Carry Swords! 
Front Rank, Jrom Left to Front file!* 
The Band will again move off at a steady walk in firont of the whole: and,af- 
ter having passed the General, turn and take up their former position : — 
The Commanding Officer next, at two horses' length distance: 
The Squadron Officer following, at one horse's length ; and 
The Officers of the Right Half-squadron next, each at half a horse's length 
from the preceding one : 



* In filing or ranking past, tlie Bighi Half-sqnadrons more off from the L^; ind the Left Half- 
squadron from the Right t that the tallcit men and horMS may lead. 
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The Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates following in file, from the Left 
of the front Bank^ according to their tellings-ofl; (as they stood in line) and the 
rear Rank following, from the Left ako, at ha^a hone's length distance through- 
out; each ratik passing aloi^ the front of the Column, and bringing the right 
shoulders forward on the line of marching past 

The Troop Quarter Master or Sergeant Major in the rear.* 

Each Officer salutes separately in succession on passing the General. — The 
files must cover correctly, each man and horse square to the front; the eyes 
turned steadily upon the General in passing, without moving the head. 

The left Half-squadron Officer gives the words, 

No. 2. Carry Swords! 
Front Raxikjjrom Bight to Front file ! 
and moves off himself cU two horsef length firom the Troop Sergeant Major of the 
preceding Half-squadron; his Subalterns following as before €U half a horse*s 
lengthy and the firont and rear Ranks of his Half-squadron each^om ike Bight in 
succession. 

The Farriers, led by the Farrier Major, in rear of the whole, except the Ad- 
jutant, who passes last 

The Commanding Officer, after having passed and saluted, again places him- 
self on the right of the General, and each Squadron Officer, having passed, places 
himself opposite to the General in front of the Band, remaining there until the 
whole of his squadron shaU have passed. 



When the head of the leading Half-squadron shall have reached the point 

marked (as before) by the Regimental Sergeant Major, the Officers will give the 

words. 

Right Shoulders! 

Forward! 

* Hie IVoop Qavt^a BlMten haTing beeo exchanged for IVoop Sergeant Mijon in tlie Regular 
Cavalry; the latter Term will he nied in ftitnre, aa their Pofti and Dotiei in the field are the lame. 
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and, when a distance is giained equal to the fiNmt, 

The firont Bsaok will toaa up in successum, diessiog at once to the Left; and 
the rear Bank wiU bring the right Mhaulden/brumrdf and form in like manner, 
covering their iront rank men correctlj. 
When formed, the word will be given, 

Slope Swords! 
Thej will then remain steady, until the next Hajf-squadron shall have formed, 
and Sloped jSwords; upon which, the HalfHsqoadron Officer will give the word, 

No. 1. Left Wheel! 

Forward ! Eyes left! 
and, having advanced a distance fiiUy equal to the depth of the Close Column, 

Halt! Dress! 
In like manner each Half-squadron will rranain steady, until the succeeding 
one shall have formed in it's rear, and Sloped Swords; upon which, it will ad- 
vance to the point marked, wheel, and move up to close Column. 



RANKING PAST BY THREES. 



If the Regimoit be ordered to Rank past by Thiees, (instead of Filing Past) 
the word is given. 

No. I. Carry Swords! 

Front Rank, by threes, from Left to Front, rank off !....March! 

Jje& Shoulders ! 

Fcnrwsrd! 
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along the front of the Half-squadron, till upon the line of mcorcliing past, then. 

Bight Shoulders! 
Forward! 
Eyes Bight! 
The Band will precede the whole, as before directed, followed by the Com- 
manding Officer, Squadron Officer, and the Officer of the Bight Half-squadron 
in succession : the distances as before stated. — ^The threes will open out to a horse's 
length from knee to knee, and half a horse^s length from head to croup; fol- 
lowing steadily, and dressing correctly to the right; every eye turned upon the 
Greneral in passing, and the above intervals strictly preserved. 

The Officers salute separately in succession; and the Conunanding Officer 
and Squadron Officers will place themselves as in filing past 

When Ae leacKng threes shall have reached the point marked by the Begi- 
mental Sergeant Major, they wiH receive the words> 

Bight Shoulders ! 
Forward! 
In effecting which, the Threes will also close to the regular distance; (of six 
inches firom knee to knee) and, having gained the distance of the Half-squadron 
front, will receive the words, 

Bight form ! Eyes left ! 
The rear Bank will follow, form, and cover as before directed — ^then 
Slope Swords! 
and proceed^ exactly in the same manner a? directed after the Filing past, to Wheel 
and form the Close Column. 



This being the conclusion of the general and regular Parade Movements,* 

* The BlArehing Put by Sqaadrons, or the trotting or galloping past by Half-eqoadrons, or DiTision 
may be performed during the Field-Day, at the discretion of the Commanding Officer; but, as these More- 
ments merely exhibit the March of an Open Colomn f^t whatever pace) in it's usnal manner and form" 
ation, I do not class them with the distinct Parade Morements. 
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the Band and Fanriers will retire to a conrenient distance, during the ManceuTer- 
ing of the Regiment; and the Commanding Officer from this point, will order such 
movements and formations, as he may consider best calculated to exhibit the stea- 
diness and proficiency of his Regiment, or such as may be directed by the General 
or Reviewing Officer. 

As a Regiment is generally required to perform the Sword or Lance Exercise 
during an Inspection — should the Commanding Officer think proper to do this in 
the first instance, immediately after the Ranking Past, the Regiment being in 
Close Column, he will give the words. 

The Column will open to the firont! 

At a Trot! (the Bugle sounding the pace ordered,) 

March! 
The leading Half-squadron, No. 1, will move ofi* at the word, in a bride but 
steady trot; and each Half-squadron Officer in succession, will watch the mo- 
ment to catch his proper interval; giving the number of his Half-squadron as a 
caution, and March! when the interval is gained. 

No. 2. March! 
&c. &c. &c« 



The Commanding Officer will choose the point fi>r wheeling his leading 
Half<squadron, which will be immediately marked by the Adjutant; and, when 
the centre of the Column is oppodte the Reviewing Point, he will give the words. 

Halt! (sounded also by the Bugle,) 

Wheel into Line! 

March! 

Halt! 

By the Rig^t, Dress! 

Eyes Front! 
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Advance from the right of tlirees to perform \ Lmc^ ^ f Exercise ! 

A Caution, upon which all Officers will move out in front of the line, as when at 
Parade Order; then, 

March! 
The Right of Threes will advance at a steady walk straight to the front, fol- 
lowed by the centre and left of threes in the front rank; the right of threes in the 
rear Rank immediately following them; each at half a horse's length distance, 
covering correctly in file, keeping strictly the interval first gained in moving for- 
ward, and dressing to the right 

When sufficient ground has been taken to the front, they will receive the word, 

Halt!...JDress! After which. 

Attention! 

Front prove Distance ! — Carry Sword or Lance 1 

Right prove Distance! — Carry Sword or Lance! 
The Sword or Lance Exercise having been performed as directed, the words 
will be given. 

Front form Squadron ! 

March! 
Upon which the Right of Threes in the fixmt rank stand frist, and the remaining 
files, both of fix>nt and rear rank, move up briskly to their places in close order. 
Squadron and Half-squadron Officers turn their horses to dress the Line, and the 
Serrefiles return to their posts. 

The Line being dressed to the right, the word is given, 

Eyesfiront! 
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FORMATIONS AND FIELD MOVEMENTS. 



The three principal and essential Formations in Cavaliy, are, — 

The Close Ck>lumn, * 

The Open Column, and 
The Line. 
The two former originating from, and having a constant reference to the last 

A body of Infantry possess both offensive and defensive powers; and their 
formations and movements are regulated accordingly: — Cavalry, on the contrary, 
is a force purely offisnsive; which is sufficiently obvious, since it can only defend 
itself by an attack. — ^The only species of simple Defence which Cavalry can make, 
is by the means of Skirmishes, to delay and harrass a superior attacking force, 
and thus to cover a retreat. 

A line, therefore, (whether of One or of Ten Squadrons,) is the formation on 
which Cavalry depends for the most effectual exertion of its powers against an 
Enemy : and is consequently that to which all other formations and movements 
must refer. Thus the intervals in an Open Column must be preserved, as taken 
from the Une, that the Squadrons, Half-squadrons, or Divisions composing it 
may wheel up again at once into Line, with the proper Squadron intervals, &c. 
as before: the Pivot Flanks covering correctly to fecilitate this object 

In In&ntiy, the Close Column, Double Column, and Square, are used as 
defensive formations with great effect; but no Cavalry Officers could await the 
attack of an Enemy in any such position. — ^The Close Column, in Cavalry, is (as 
Sir David Dundas expresses it,) ^^ a Situation for the Assembling more than for 
'^ the Movement of Troops, to conceal numbers from the knowledge of the Adver- 
*^ sary, and to extend in whatever direction the circumstance of the moment may 
^^ require; which, till it is nearly accomplished, cannot be obvious to an opposite 
^* enemy.*' In short, to compress a Body of Troops into as small a compass as 
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possible, whether for conceahnent, cover from the fire of Artillery, or other casual 
circumstances. 

For all these objects the Close Column of Half-squadrons is undoubtedly the 
best adapted; all the Ranks being closed up to half a horse's length, without any 
impediment from Officers, &c. either in front or rear. There are many circum- 
stances however, in which the Close Column of Squadrons may be useful and 
important; and, as the arrangement of the Squadron in all its parts remains 
wholly unchanged, the formation is very simple and easy. Still however, vnth 
the large intervals necessary for the Squadron Officer in front, and the Serrefiles, 
&c. in the rear of their respective Squadrons, it can scarcely with propriety be 
called a Close Column, except for the convenience of the term. 

Columns o( Hal/ and Quarter Distance are also formed occasionally, for the 
purpose of Inspections, Musters, &c. at the discretion of the Commanding Offi* 
cer; but are wholly useless, as connected with Held Movements. 

/^of Squadrons, 
The Open Column^ of Half-squadrons, or 

Ko( Divisions. 

rw« ^ , , ^ , (of Half-Squadrons, or 
The Double Column-? 

( of Divisions. 

. , r«, ^, ^ , C of Squadrons, or 
And, The Close Column \ 

i of Half-squadrons, 
are the only Columns necessary for, or adapted to the Field.* 

The Formation of a Regiment in Line having been already shown, its break- 
ing into Open Column is eflfected at once (either to the rig^t or left,) by the wheelf 



* The MoTemeot hy Thre€t» ahhough in aU r c tp ec te one of the most enentiml, I do not claM with 
the Column Fonnationty m it merely aopplicB the place of the Pacingt in Inhntrj, 

t By the tenn ** Wheel/' is ahraya nndentood an Angle of 90 Degrees, or the fborth part of a 
Circle; bringing the Dirision wheel*d exactly square, or at right angles to its pr evio us podtion. Thus 
the " Hmi/^keel,*' dgnifles an Angle of 45 Degrees ; and the *' Quarter^heti^** an Angle of 89} Degrees. 
The « Wheel About,*' completes the Half Chrcle. 



* 
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of Sqnadnmsy of Htlf'Squadronsy or of Divisions.... J^xjtj? 5. — A. And a Close 
Column is formed^ to either flank, in the most simple manner, bj the Squadnms 
or Half-squadzons so wheeled, closing up to the firont Plate 5. — B I & 2. 

Close Columns of Divisions are never used* 

When an Open Column of Half«squadrons or Divisions is formed, the Regi- 
mental Sergeant Major is placed at one horse's length •distance, fronting the 
Officer on the Pivot-flank of the leading Half-squadron or Division ; himself and 
the Officer raising their Swords to the height of the cheek hone; the Adjutant, at 
one horse's length in rear of him, is enabled to give the line, and correct the 
dressing of the Pivot-flank.* — Plate 5. — B 2. The Half-squadron Officers or 
Division Leaders, having caught their proper intervals, will look at once to the 
front, and cover correctly in column: and, whether they remain halted, or are 
put in motion, at whatever pace, thej must not for a moment lose sight of these 
two essential objects; viz. the Maintenance of their Intervals, and the correct- 
ness of their Covering. The Half-squadrcm Officers and Division Leaders are not 
to look to the dressing of the Ranks in Column; the Squadron Officer is to attend 
to this point, and to watch the correctness of the intervals* 

The same mode of dressing the Pivot-flank, and attention to covering will be 
observed in the Close Column of Half-squadrons. 

Squadrons, being integral bodies in all situations, whether in Line or in 
Column, should always be dressed to their own centre: therefore in a Column of 
Squadrons when halted, the Regimental Sergeant Miyor and Adjutant place 
Aemsdves in front of the Officer Commanding the leading Squadron, and by 
raisiiq^ dieir Swords, give the line for the remaining Squadron Officers to cover 
upon. Plate 5. — B 1. 



• " The Pivo^Jkmk** of a Column U that to whidi (if an O^poo Cohmm,) it oooM wheel iotQ Ubc 
to iU ptoper front. The oppotite one is termed, « Tke Rmmrn FlamJL" Whenever a Colnnui ia formed 
BighiinFhmi, ih»Le/tiM tAe Pivoi'/UmAi and when formed 1^ to Frm^, the iZ^f^ is the Pivel-Zoi*. 
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When any fonnation is completed, as soon as the Commanding O&c&t sees 
the Begiment dressed and steady, in the new position, he gires the word, 

Eyes front! 
Upon which all Officers who have aided the dressing, resume 4eir posts, whe- 
ther in Line, Column, &c. and Slope Swords, The Posts of fbe Acgutant and 
Regimental Sergeant Major are the same in line, as stated in the Parade More- 
ments, viz. the Adjutant at one hcn^e's length from the Half*sqoadron Officer on 
the right Flank of the Regiment, and the Regimental Sergeant Major covering 
him. 

In Open or in Close Column, the Adjutant is on the Pivot-flank of the lead* 
ing Division of the Column, at one horse^s length from the Officer; and the Regi« 
mental Sergeant Major at one horse's length from the Reverse Flank of the 
leading Division.* 



CLOSE COLUMN. 



Besides the simple formation of the Close Cdumn to ^ther flank, by the 
Wheel from the Line, other formations are necessary, to the Flront or Rear; on a 
Flank, or on a central Squadron or Half-squadron. 

In Squadrons, the operation is simple, every individual retaining his relative 
situation throughout the movement (which is also to be strictly observed in all 
Squadron Movements). Two illustrations of the finrmation of a Close Column of 
Squadrons will suffice, as the principle and practise will be the same in all, dif- 
fering only as to the Squadron upon which the Close Column is to be formed; 
and in the^ Column being Right or Left in front 



• Hie PMti of the Adjutant end Regimental Sergeant Mijor, in Central Morementtimd Formations, 
will be eoiplaloed in the directions for tboae Bianqmrres. 
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1. Close Colamn of Squadrons, Right in front, upon the Centre Squadron! 
This Caution being giren, and repeated by the Squadron Officers, the Com- 
manding Officer gires the word. 

Threes inwards! 
The Squadron Officers, in taking up this word, vary it according to the position 
of their Squadrons in Line ; those commanding the Right and Right-centre Squa- 
drons (in a Regiment of the fiill strength), give the word. 

Threes Left! 
and those commanding the Left and Left^centre Squadrons^ 

Threes Right! 
The Centre Squadron stands £3ist 

At the word, ^^ Threes inwardsT the Adjutant and Regimental Sergeant 
Major place themselves in front of the Officer commanding the Centre Squadron, 
leaving sufficient space for the Squadron or Squadrons which are to form in front 
of it: themselves and the Squadron Officers raising their Swords. 
The Pace is sounded, and word given, 
March! 
The Squadron Officers give the word, 

Right Incline ! to their leading Threes; and, 
Forward! 
When the distance in Column is gained, the Threes keeping well up, and moving 
parallel to the Squadron formed. 

When the Squadron Officer finds himself in the line of covering, given by 
the Adjutant and Sergeant Major, he will give the words, 

Halt! Front! 
himself covering quickly upon the fronts given, and raising his Sword. 

When the Column is formed and steady, the Commanding Officer gives 
the word. 

Eyes Front ! Pla tk 6.-^ A. 

The Squadron Officers Slope Swords, and the Adjutant and Serjeant Major retire 
to their posts in Column. 
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2. Close Column of Squadrons, Rigkt in frantf facing to the reoTj on the 
Left Squadron! 

This Caution being distinctly giren and repeated, is followed by the word. 
Threes Right! 
The Adjutant and Sergeant Major mark the Centre; the pace is sounded, and 

March! 
The Squadron Officers immediately give the word. 
Left Shoulders! « 

When the leading Threes of their Squadrons hare countermarch^, 

Forward! and 
Halt! 
as soon as they find themselves in the line of coyering. Plate 6. — B. 



N. B....If a Close Column, facing to the reaty be formed on a central Squa- 
dron, that Squadron will make the Countermarch by threes to the Bights if the 
Column is to be formed right in front: and, if ^ in front j to the Left. 



The formation of a Close Column of Half-squadrons may, in like manner, be 
effected, to the firont or rear, upon any giren Half-squadron of the Line: for 
Example,^ 

I. Close Column,* Right in front, on the Righi Half-squadron! 
This Caution being given by the Commanding Officer, and repeated, the 
word follows. 

Threes Right! 
Upon which the Adjutant and Sergeant Major mark the Pivot-flank of the in- 
tended Column; (i.e. the leftjlanky as it is to be right in front;) the Half- 



• Clote Colnimiy ankts othoiriw specified, St geaonUy imdtnlood to be of Half-eqiiadroBe. 
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squadnm Ofieets place tfiemsdlTat oa the Left ^fihe leaiing ikreei of their re- 
gpectire Half-squadrons; and immediately upon the word 

Maick! 
they give the word, 

to clear the head of each Half-squadron from the rear of the one preceding it, and 

Forward! 
when that object is attained. ^Each Half-squadron Oiicer in succession, as soon 
as he finds himself in the line of collaring (marked by the Adjutant and Sergeant 
Major,) halts, and aUows his Half-squadron to pass on in his rear; and, just as 
the rear threes approach him, gives the words. 

Halt! Fhmt! 
Eyes Left! 
himself covering correctly in column, and the Squadron Officers seeing that the 
Ranks are dressed. 

The Serrefiles and Troop Sergeant Majors keep their relative stations, on the 
flank of the rear rank threes, until they halt in Column, when they will move 
briskly forward, and form on the Reserve Flank; Officers in line with the front 
rank, and Troop Sergeant Majors with the rear rank. 

When the Column is fimned and steady, the word is given^ 

Eyes fixmt! Plate 7. — A. 



Upon a Caution being given (which always describes the formation int^ided,) 
it is essential that Half-squadron Officers should bear in mind their own relative 
position to the Pivot-flank of the Column to be formed. In the instance No. 1, 
the Pivot-flank being the nearest to them, each Half-squadron Officer would haU 
upon it, and allow his Half-squadron to proceed to a distance equal to its own 
front. But, diould tiie Pivot-flank of the intended Column be the farthegt Jrom 
them, MtA Half^qiiAdson Officer wonkl move on with the teadinf tkpe e e ef the 
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Jrant rank of his Half-squadron, till within about two horses' length of the Pivot- 
flank; he would then dash briskly forward and coyer; and give the words. Halt! 
Front! to his Half-squadron, when they had approached to half a horse's length, 
to give room for the threes to wheel up. 



2. Close Colunm, Right in front ^ on the Left Half-squadron! (Caution 
repeated), 

Threes Left! 
The Pivot-flank (i. e. the Left) being marked, and the Half-squadron Officers 
having placed themselves oi> the flank of the leading threes of the front rank of 
their respective Half-squadrons, on the word, 

March! 
they give the word. 

Bight incline! and 
Forward! 
when the leading threes are clear of the Half-squadron in front: and, when about 
two horses* length from the Pivot-flank, will ride forward, take up the covering, 
and give the words. 

Halt! Front! Eyes left! as before directed. 
The Column, when formed, receives the word. 

Eyes front I Plate 7.— B. 



9. Close Column, Right in front y on No. 4\ 

Threes inwards ! 
The Pivot-flank is marked, (on the left of No. A J and the Half-squadron 
Officers place themselves quickly on the flank of their front rank leading threes: 
on the word, 

March ! they give the words. 

Bight incline! and Forward! as before; those >$t>m the left halt- 
ing, when in the line of covering on the Pivot-flank, and allowing their Half- 
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squadrons to pass them as directed: and those /ram the Might moving on with 
their leading threes to about two horses* length from the Pivot-flank, riding for- 
ward to cover, and giving the words. 

Halt! Front! Eyes left! 
All Half-squadron Officers nosing their Swords with the Adjutant and Sergeant 
Major, until they receive the word, 

Eyes front ! Pla tb 7.—C. 



4. Close Column, Right in front, facing to the rear^ on the Right Half- 
squadron! 

Threes Left! 
The Pivot-flank of the Column is marked, and Half-squadron Officers move 
to the flanks of their leading threes; on the word, 

March ! they g^ve the words. 

Left Shoulders! and 

Forward! 
when countermarched into the new direction, they then lead on their Half-squa- 
drons, as before explained, upon the Pivot-flank of the Column, take up the 
covering, and give the words. 

Halt! Front! Eyes Left! Plate %.—A. 



5. Close Column, Right in front, ^ciii^ to the rear, on the Left Half- 
squadron ! 

Threes Rig^tl 
This Formation is precisely similar to the last, except, that &e Column is 
formed in the rear, instead of in front of the Line. On the word 

March ! the Half-squadron Officers give the words, 
Left Shoulders! 
and countermarch their Half-squadrons to the rear. The Pivot-flank being the 
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nearest in this instance^ they will halt upon it^ cover^ md let their Half-squadrons 
pass them; and, as the rear threes come up, give the woids, 

Haiti Front 1 Eyes Left! PiAts B.-^B. 



6. Close Column, Left in front, facing to the rear, on No. 3. 

Threes Outwards ! 
In taking up this word, the Officer commanding the Bight Squadron, gives, 

Threes Bight! the remaining Squadron Officers, 

Threes Left! and the Half-squadron Officer commanding No. 3, 
gives. 

No. 3. Threes Right and Left I 
The Front-rank threes to the Right, the Bear-rank threes to the Lqftx placing 
himself on the flank .of his Front-rank threes; on the word, 

March! 
Na 3 will thus countermarch on its own ground, the Half-squadron Officer 
moving round with his leading threes; and» on aniTing at the Hvot-flank, he will 
give the words. 

Halt! Front! Eyes Bight! 
on which both Banks will wheel up to their proper front, cover, and dress. 
The remaining Half-squadrons win bring their Bight Shoulders forward! 
Nos. 1 and 2 will countermarch to the front, and enter the Column on the 
Beverse-flank* Nos. 4, 5, and 6, will countermarch to the rear, and enter the 
Column ofi the Hvot-flank, in the same rsmoM aa diiMted in flie Formation 



t * r« i at > ,< 1,1 II I Ml 



In Close Column the Commanding Officer gives all Words of Command, 
wfaidi axe not to be repeated as in other circumstances. 

A Close Column, when formed, can March to the front \ (and, if reqiured, 
Incline right or left on the Match)) or to either Fkmk, by the wheel of threes 
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or ti> the Rear, by Uirees About But, in the Fonnation and Movements of a 
Close Column, the Pace should not exceed a Trot* 

A Close Column may reverse its front by the Countermarch of the Squadrons, 
or Half-squadrons of which it is composed. The most simple and best mode of 
effecting this is by Banks, threes right and left^ as directed in the formation No. 6. 
The Front-rank wheeling by threes to the Reverse-flank, and the Rear-rank by 
threes to the Pivot-flank of the Column. 

In a Close Column of Squadrons, the Officers and Troop Sergeant Majors 
retain their relative positions in the flanks of threes; moving round with them, 
until the Countermarch is complete. 

In a Close Column of Half-squadrons, the Caution being given, 
The Column will Countermarch! and the word. 
Threes Right and Left! 

The Adjutant and Sergeant Major mark the new Pivot-flank. The Half- 
squadron Officers turn outwards about, and Cover; moving up in line with the 
Rear-rank: on the word March! both ranks immediately bring the Shoulders 
forward, and Countermarch; and, when the leading threes of the Front-rank are 
within half a horse's length of the Officer, he gives the words. 

Halt! Front! 

(Right!) 
Eyes-< or > according to the front of the Column. 
(Left! ) 



A Close Column may change front to the Rig^t or Left, by wheeling the 
Squadron or Half-squadron in front to the flank ordered; and the remaining ones 
by threes outwards; bring the right, or left Shoulders forward, till they cover, 
and move up to Close Column. For Example: 



* If dremmtaDoes ibonld require a gaihp, the Column must neoeisarttf open ont, and dote ^ 
again on the Halt, making it looae and irregular, with risk of ii^urjr to horses. 
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In a Close Column of Squadrons, right in front; 
The Column will change front to the right 1 

Bight Squadron, Right Wheel! 

Remaining Squadrons, Threes Left! 

March! 
The Right Squadron is wheeFd and halted, the remaining Squadnms bring the 
Left Shoulders forward at once into the new direction; and as each Squadron 
Officer finds himself opposite the Centre of the preceding Squadron, he gives the 
words, 

Front! 

Forward! 

Halt! Dress! Platb 9.— A. 

The operation is the same in a Close Column of Half-squadrons. If the 
Wheel of the Half-squadron in front be made to the Reverse-flank, and that of 
threes to the Pivot-flank, the Half-squadron Officers bring the Shoulders forward, 
and lead on till they cover on the New Pivot, then 

Front! 

Forward! 

Halt! Dress! Plate 9.—B. 

If the Wheel of the front Half-squadnm be made to the Pivot-flank, and 
that of Threes to the Reverse, no shifting of leaders is required, the senior Sub- 
altern will conduct the flank movement; the words of Command, 

Front! 

Forward! 

Halt! Dress! 
being given by the Half-squadnm Officer. 
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DEPLOYMENT OF THE CLOSE COLUMN. 



The Close Column of Cavaby has been ahown to be a Formation rather for 
conyenience or secmity than for the active purposes of war; it is essential there- 
6>te to find the iMdiest method of changing this position, as circumstances may 
i«qttire» for <me mote adapted to active operations: the Deployment of a Close 
Column into Line is a movement of the greatest importance, and should be exe- 
cuted with rapidity and precision. 

In a Close Column of Squadrons this operation is simple; no alteration 
being made in the detail, nor in the relative positions of the Officers. Example: 
(from a Cloie Column of Squadrons, right in front,) 

Deploy on the Right Squadron ! 
The Right Squadron stands fest, the Squadron Officer turning round to face the 
Centre of his Squadron, and the Half-squadion Officers facing the outward flank 
files; the A^utant places himself in front of and facing the cetUre of the Sight 
Halfsquadrorij and the Regimental Sergeant TA^or facing the centre of the Left 
Halfsqwidron. The Adjutant dresses the Squadron Officer, Sergeant Major, 
and Left Balf-sqtiadron Officer in the intended Line, who must afterwards remain 
perfectly steady, all raising their Swords. The Right Half^^uadnm Officer 
dressing by them.* The Commanding Officer gives the word. 

Threes Left! and 

March! 
The remaining Squadrons (threes left,) move on in a direct Hne, led by the Left 
Half-squadron Officers, until the Squadron Officer fin^ that the proper interval 
is obtained; when he will give the words, 



* These points hare been fixed npon for the Adjutant and Sergeant Major to regulate the AUgne- 
ment^ as being generally the most convenient for that purpose, e^ecially in Central FormaUons; as will 
be exemplified. 
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Front! 

Forward! 
and, just before he arriyes on the Alignement, 

Halt! Dress! 
iuraing qmcUj about, to ftce Ike C^itro of his Squadion, and catching up 
his dressing in the Line given hj the OAcers of the Bigjbt Squadron; the Half- 
squadron Officers, in like manner, inunediatdy nove out to &ce the oatward 
flank files of the Squadron, and dress to their Left; the Squftdrcm mores up to 
the Officers, dressing at once to its own Centre. Plate 10. — A. 

In Deployments vipaa the Rear, or upon a Central Squadron of the Column, 
the operation is precisely the same, except as to the Squadron named in the 
Caution; the Adjutant and Sergeant Major place them8d.ves as before, and deter- 
mine the aligneraent upon the Squadron in firent; at the woid, 

Threes outwards! 
the Adjutant and Sergeant Major remain steady, the Front Squadron moTCS away 
to its place in Line, and the Squadron named in the Caution (as soon as its firont 
is clear,) moves up to the ground it occupied: the Officers, &cing their Squadrtm, 
are dressed by the Adjutant, and the remaining Squadrons^ (Right and Left,) 
upon them. Piatm 1(K— £. 

The pontion of the Adjutant and Sergeant Msyor thus enabling them to cor- 
rect any inaccuracy in the dressing on either flank. 



The Deployment of a Close Column of Half-squadrons is effected upon the 
same principle as that of Squadrons, with some little variations as to detail — ^for 
Example — (firom a Close Column of Half-squadrons Right in firont,) 

Deploy on ihe front Half-squadron! 
The Officer commanding the Right Squadron immediately fnmU the Non-com- 
missioned Officer on the LeftJUmk^ and the Half-Squadron Officer the one (m the 
Bight JUmk of the firont Half-squadron: the Adjutant fisuung the Centre, and the 
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Sergeant Major facing the point where the centre of the Left Half- squadron (of 
the Right Squadron) will stand: the word is given, 

Threes Left! 
upon which the remaining Squadron Officers gallop forward, and place themselves 
on the points where the Centre of their Squadrons will Hand^ Dressing by the 
Officers of the Bight Squadron, and raising thmr Swords. 

The Half-squadron Officers place themselves on the Jlank of their Front- 
rank Threee: the Pace is sounded, and at the word, 

March! 
the whole move off in a direct line, parallel to that of the intended Formation. 

Each Half-squadron Officer, in succession, when he finds himself opposite 
to the point where the Centre of his Hatf-^qModron will stand in Une^ will halt; 
his Half-squadron moving on until the Centre is abreast of him, when he will 
give the words. 

Front! 

Forward! 
and, just before entering the Alignement, 

Halt! Dress! 
himself turning instantly about outwards, and facing the outward flank file — 
Dressing to the heft^ (upon the Officers of the Bight Squadron,) and raising his 
Sword. The Half-squadrons move up at once to their Officers, and Dress to the 
centre of the Squadron. When the formation is complete and steady, the word 
isg^ven. 

Eyes front r Plate 11. — A. 

The Officers turn to their posts in Line; and the A^utant, covered by the 
Sergeant Major takes post at one horse'b length from the Right Flank of the 
Regiment* 

* When any MuuBorre it ooapleCedy the Adjutant and Sergeant Major will take post on the flank 
upon whkh the formatloa waa OMide; until the aaeoeedinf one ia ordend. If the Ibrmation' ahoold ha?f 
been a central one, on tiie right of tiie Squadron by which the Uae waa dr e w ed. 
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In Deployments on a central^ or on the rear Half-squadron of the Column, 
the operation is precisely the same; except that, in all Deployments to the Se* 
verse-Jlankj the senior Subaltern, placing himself on the flank of the Front-rank 
Threes, leads the Half-squadron out, parallel to the intended line; the Half- 
Squadron Officer, on the March, taking his place abreast of the Centre^ in time 
to give the words. 

Front! 

Forward! 

Halt! Dress! Plate II.— B. 

the Subaltern resuming his post, in rear of the second file from the flank, imme- 
diately upon the halt 



Should it be required to Deploy in an oblique line, either advanced or re- 
tired, the Officers in firont of the Column must be dressed accordingly; and, the 
Squadron Officers conforming to the Base thus given, the Half-squadrons will of 
course move out parallel to the line taken up by them. Plats II.— C 



«« 



Should a Close Column be required to form line to its Beverse-Jlankf if the 
Column be right in fronts the Caution is given, 

Form line to the Bight! 
the Pace is sounded, and upon the word, 

March! 
the Front Half-squadron, No. 1, Wheels to the Bight I and upon it the Adjutant, 
Sergeant Major, &c. mark the Base, and the Squadron Officers gallop forward 
and front the point where the Centre of each Squadron is to stand. 

The next Half-squadron Officer places himself in firont of the Centre of his 
Half-squadron; and, as soon as the firont is clear, gives the word, 

March! 
along the rear of the Half-squadron wheeled; and, when the Right*flank of his 
Half-squadron has reached the Left Flank of the preceding one, 
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Bight Wheel! 

Forward! Halt! Diess! 
Each Half-squadron (Mcer, in aaccession, mo?es to the firont of his Half-squa- 
dron, as the preceding one moves off; and when that has gained an interval of 
two hor$(?8 lengthy gives the word^ 

No. . March! 

The Left Half-squadrons wheding upon the flank of the one preceding them 

(as above) and the Bight Half-squadrons after taking the proper Squadron in- 

tervaly so that their Left flank may wheel up to the Squadron (Mcer. 

The Seirefiles and Troop Sergeant Majors take their posts in rear of their 
respective Half-squadrons on the March. Plate 12. — A 



A Close Column may form Line to the rear in the same manner, by the firont 
Half-squadron wheeling about^ and the remaining ones wheeling twice. 

Plate 12.— B. 

If a Close Column be required to form Line to its Pivot-flank, this is effected 
in the simplest manner by opening the Column to the firont or rear, and Wheel* 
ing intx) Une. 

If to the front f the caution is given. 

The Column will open to the firont I 
March! 
At the word, '^ March !** the firont Half-squadron moves off at the pace ordered; 
and, a^ soon as the Half-squadron interval is gained, the next Half-squadron 
Officer gives the word. 

No. 2. March! 
Each in succession taking the proper intervals, and covering correctly to the firont 
The Commanding Officer orders the halt, just as the last interval is obtained. 

If a Close Column be opened to the rear, the operation is precisely the same, 
having put the whole threes About; or, if upon a Central Half-squadron, the 
Rear Half-squadrons being put threes about, and fironted upon the halt. 
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OPEN COLUMN. 



The Open Column is undoubtedly one of the most important formations of 
Cavalry; as it is the most convenient and effective for the movement of large 
bodies in the presence of an Enemy. 

The formation of an Open Column, either to the right or left, by the wheel 
from the line, has been already shown. In an Open Column of SquadronSy 
(the dressing of each Squadron being at all times to its own centre^ and intervals 
occurring between each in Line,) the exact covering of the Pivot-flank is unne- 
cessary, if the correct intervals in Column be preserved. The Squadron Officers 
will cover and lead upon the centre of the preceding Squadrons; and, if wheeled 
into Line, the dressing is easily effected upon the leading Squadron, or upon any 
one ordered by the Commanding Officer. 

In H(Uf-9quadron9 or Divisions, to preserve the }>erfect order which is essen- 
tial for all movements in Open Column, it is necessary that the strictest attention 
should be paid to the preservation of the Intervals^ as taken Jrom the lAne, and 
to the correct covering of the Pivot-flank. These duties are entrusted to the Half- 
squadron Officers and Division Leaders, who are posted on the P^vot-flank (with- 
out covering Sergeants,) that they may catch up and maintain the covering in 
Column with facility, and be able clearly to judge of their proper Intervals. The 
whole attention of the Officers so posted, in Open Column, is to be given to these 
two objects: the Non-commissioned Officers on the flanks wiU conform strictly 
to their movements; and the Squadron Officers will attend generally to the dres- 
sing <^ their Half«squadrons or Divisions to the Pivot-flank. 



The formation of an Open Column, to the front or rear, upon any given Half- 
squadron of the Line, is perfonned upon the same principles as those laid down 
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for the Close Colmnn; the practise differing only as regards the Interval to be 
taken: finr Example, — 

1. Open Column, ri^t in front, on the Right Half-squadron ! 

Threes Bight! 
The Half-squadron (Mcers placing themselves immediately on the flank of their 
leading front-rank threes; the Adjutant and Seigeant Major marking the Pivot- 
flank of the intended Column, (on the left flank of the Bight Half-squadron,) on 
the word, 

March! 
the Half-squadron Officers give the word. 

Left Shoulders! and 

Forward! 
When in the direction of their Post in Column, moving nearly parallel, according 
to their interval, (whether a Squadron or a Half-squadron Interval,) to the Half- 
squadron which is to stand in front of them in Column. 

The Squadron Officers gallop forward between their Half-Squadrons, and 
place themselves at the points where the Jlank of their leading Hatf-squadnms 
will Hand; (i. e. the point which would be the Centre of the Squadron if wheeled 
into Line;) having caught up the Interval and Covering, they will rein back half 
a horse*s length, fronting the /lank of their leading Half-squadron, to allow 
room for the Half-squadron Officer to cover in Column. Plate 13.— i4. 

When the Column is formed and steady, at the word. 

Eyes front! 
the Squadron Officers take post about midway between their Half-squadrons, at 
two horses* length from the Pivot-flank of the Column. 



2. Open Column, right in front, on the Left Half-squadron ! 

Threes Left! 

This movement is precisely similar to the last, with the exceptioii of the Column 

being formed in front instead of in the rear of the Half-squadron named. 

Plate 18.— jB. 
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N. B When the Line is put threes right or left, after the Caution to form 

either Close or Open Column^ the Half-squadron named (upon which the forma- 
tion is to be made,) will moveforwardy or rein hack rather more than a horse's 
lengthy to admit of the other Half-squadron, which is to moye either to the firont 
or rear in Column, disei^;aging more readily. 



8. Open Column, right in front, on No. 3 ! 
Threes inwards! 
Precisely the same in principle and detail as the two last formations. 

Plate 14.— il. 



4. Open Column, left in front, facing to the rear, on No. 4 ! 

Threes Outwards! 
In taking up this word, the Squadron Officers on the right give the word, ^' ihreei 
right I** and those on the left of the Half-squadron named, ^^ threes leflP^ The 
Half-squadron Officer Commanding No. 4, wiU give the words, 

No. 4. Threes right and left! 
On the word, 

March! 
the (Mcer commanding No. 4 will turn outwards about, and coyer upon the 
Sergeant Major and Adjutant; while his Half-squadron (front-rank threes to the 
right, rear-TiMnk threes to the leftj count^mareh and frcmt upon his left. The 
remaining Half-squadrons bring their right shoulders f or ward^ and proceed as in 
the formations above described. The Half-squadron Officers from the right j 
leading their Half-squadrons to the Pivot-Jlank: and iho^from the left, halting 
on the Pif?ot'Jlanky while their Half-squadrons pass them, to the distance of their 
own front Plate 14. — B. 



The formation and movements of the Open Column of Divisions are precisely 
diimilar to those of the Open Column of Half-squadrons : the Half-squadion 
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OfficeiB Commanding the Flank DiTiaicns of the Sqaadion, and the Se 
ahems taking command of the Bi^t-Centre and L^-Centre Divisions. 



An Open Colnmn may change fiont to the right or left upon any Squadron, 
Half-squadron, or Division of which it is composed: fi)r Example, — 
In Open Column of Half-squadrons, right in front; 

The Column wiU change front to the Left, on No. 3! 
Threes Outwards! 
In taking up this word, the Squadron Officers in front (^ No. 3, give the word, 
^ threes l^r* and those in rear of No, 3, '^ threes right!" The Half-squadron 
Officer commanding No. 3, wheels that Half-squadron to the Left: the Adjutant 
and Seigeant Miyor mark the Pivot-flank; and, on the word 

March! 
the Squadron Officers gallop forward to their centralpaintM in Column, as before 
described; and the Half-squadron Officers bring the right shoulders forward^ 
(preserving their intervals,) to the places of their Half-squadrons in Column. 

Plate 15. — A. 



COUNTERMARCH. 



An Open Column may reverse its front, in the same manner as stated for the 
Close Column, by the countermarch of Ranks. 

Threes Ri^t and Left! — See page SO. 
In Half-squadrons or Divisions, the Officers on the Pivot-flank turn out- 
wards about, and cover to the intended front The Front-rank threes always 
wheeling to the Meverse Flank; the Rear-rank threes to the Pivot-flank of the 
Colonuk Both Ranks countermarch immediately on the word, 

March! 
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and, when the leading threes of the Front-rank are witibin half a horse's length of 

the Officer, he gives the words, 

Halt! Front! 

fRightl 
Eyes< or >according to the new Pivot. Plate 15» — B. 

I^Left, J 

N. B....In the Countermarch by Banks of an Open Colunn; the Serrefiles, 
upon the word '^ Tkrees Bight and LefiP^ will move to the Reverse-flank; and 
take their-posts again in rear of their Half-squadrons orJDiviaums, when Coun* 
termarched. 



An Open Column may also Countermarch by threes from the Reverse Flank: 

after the caution, on the word, 

fRight 
Threes< or 
I^Left, 

The Officers in the Pivot-flank turn (mtwardi abaut, and' Cover to the in- 
tended front, and on the word, 

• * J 

March! 

the Half-squadrons or Divistonfl move off from the Reverse-flank, until the word 

is given (for the whole)> 

Right^ 

or >ShouIdersf 
Left J 

and, Forward! when Countermarched: 

when half a horse's length from the Pivot-flank^ marked by the OfficeDS^ they 

receive from him the words, 

Haiti Front! 

fRight 
Eyes< or Plats 15.— C. 

tLeft! 
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An Open Colomn may change from the rear to the front, by Squadrons^ Half* 
squadrons, or Divisions, in succession : for Example, — 
In Open Column of Squadrons, right in front 

Rear of the Column to the front! 

Threes Outwards ! 
The Rear-squadron stands fast; each remaining Half-squadron turns by threes 
auiufordSf and, at the word, 

March 1 
mores out in a direct line, tmiil ihejrani cfthe ReoT'^quadron is cleared^ when 
they receive the words. 

Halt! Front! 
and the Rear-squadnm, March! 

as soon as this shall have passed the flanks of the nearest Half-squadrons, they 
will receive the word from the Squadron Officer, 

Threes inwards! and 

March! 
in time to front and move forward with their proper interval: and so with each in 
succession; until the Change from rear to front is effected. Plats 16. — A. 



The operation is the same in an Open Column of Half-squadrons; by put- 
ting all the Divisions in front of the rear Half-squadron threes outwards/ and 
closing in again successively, in the manner of the Half-squadrons, as above. 

Plate 16.— B. 



In an Open Column of Divisions, (as also in Half-squadrons,) the Change 
may be made from Rear to Front, by moving out to the Pivot-flank, from the 
Rear in succession: for Example, — 

In an Open Column of Divisions, right in front; 
Rear of the Column to the front! 
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Bear Dirisioi^ tlmtes Leftl 

March! 
The Leader of the Bear Diriaion halta himaeif at one honeys length from the 
Pivot-flank, until his Diyision has passed him clear of the Colmmi ; then gives 
the words, 

IVontl Forward! 

Eyes Big^t! 
The Leader of the next Division, as thai Jrom the rear is passing his flanky 
gives the word, 

ThieesLeft! 

March! 
and, when a horse^s length clear of the Colimm, 

Front! Forward! 

Eyes Bight! 
Being care&Q to take and preserve his prop^ int^rvaL The others fcdlow in 
succession, until the movement is completed. Plate 16.— C 



FROM OPEN COLUMN TO FORM LINE. 



To form Line to the Pivot-flank of an Open Column, it is only necessary to 
give the words. 

Halt! 

Wheel into Line! 

March! 



From (^en Colmmi of Squadrons, at the caution, 
« Wheel mto Line !« 
the Half-squadron Officen cm the Pivot-flank torn their Imnms (o front ttie flank 

G 
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of their Half-squadrons: the Adjutant and Regimental Sergeant Major place 
themselTes fronting the points in the Centre of each Half-squadron of the leading 
Squadron of the Colunm, when in line: the Officers on the Piyot-flank dressing 
by them: on the word, 

March! 
the Squadron Officers lead the Wheel, and Halt their Squadrons in Line; them- 
selres turning instantly about, and dressing in the line given by the Adjutant 



From Open Column of Half-squadrons, at the caution, 

"Wheel into Liner 
each Squadron Officer immediately places himself fronting the flank of his lead- 
mg Half-squadron: the Adjutant fronting the point where the Centre of the lead- 
in ff Half-squadron of the Column (whether right or left be in fixmt) is to stand in 
Line; and the Sergeant Major fix>nting the point where the Centre of tlie next 
Half-$quadron to the Leading one is to stand: the whole Wheel at the word, 

March! 
and are Halted by the Squadron Officers: the Half-squadron Officers immedi- 
ately fix>nting the outward flank files, and taking up the Dressing fix>m the flank 
which was the head of the Column. 



FROM OPEN COLUMN OF DIVISIONS 

TO WHEEL INTO LINE, 



The Squadron Officers, upon the caution, fir<mt the flank of the sec<nid 
Division of their respective Squadrons; and the Half-squadron Officers com- 
manding the Rear Divisions of each Squadron also firont. the flanks of their 
Bivisions: the Adjutant places himself fronting the flanks of the leading Division, 



4S 

and the Sergeant Major of the third Division of tfie Loadisg Squadron. The 
Subalterns in Command of the Central Divisions fall btfk to Ibair posts in Rear ; 
nmd the HalfHs^aadron Oflcers emnwumiing the /rmd JUtisiatu of eaofa.fikpia- 
droDy front the point where the outward flank jofthnr JKti^onis toalmid itx 
Line. On the word, 

March! 
the whole wheel into Line. 



From Open Column tp form line to the Reverse-flank ; or, by the JReverse* 
flanks to the Rear ; the operation is precisely the same as. that already stated for 
the Close Column ; except that no increase or alteration of Ipterval is required. 

See Plate 12.— A SfB. 



An Open Column may also form Line to the Front or Rear, upon a FiOttt, 
Rear, or Central Half-squadron or Division of the Column : for Example, — ^firom 
Qp«a Cc^onm of Half-squadrons Right in Frqnt : 

1. Form Line to the front on the leading Half-squadron ! 

Half-squadrons, Left Half-wheel ! 

March! 
The Half-squadron Officers ^ve the word *^ Halt ! *' to tlieir Half-squadrons, 
when the Half-wheel is made, and immediately place themselves in front of the 
Cenloe : the leadil9g Half-Squadron moves forward a distance equal to its depth : 
the Squadron Ojficecs gtUop forward, axid plaoe themselves where the ^eotie of 
their Squadrons will stand in Line ; on the word, 

March! 
die vhofe Move in Ediekm to their plaefs in line.; and, whon the ng^ flank <»f 

Mdi in flueccMton ia perpe^dicuhur lo its point » the: A0w.fonQ•llMl^ the Htl^^ 
squadron Officer gives the words, 

Left Shoulders ! 
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Forward ! and 

Halt! Dress! 
just upon entering the Line ; the Half-squadron Officer taming qoickly to front 
the outu>ard flank-^filey and taking up the Dressing; then remaining perfectly 
steady, until the word is given. 

Eyes Front! Plate \7.—A. 



From Open Column of Half-squadrons Left in front, 

2. Form Line to the Rear, on the Rear Half-squadron ! 

Half-squadrons, three-quarters Right-about Wheel ! 

March! 
The Half-squadron Officers, give the word, '^ Halt ! " when the proper angle is 
obtained ; and immediately take post in front of the Centre : the Squadron 
Officers galloping forward to the central points of their Squadrons in Line. On 
the word, 

March ! 
the whole proceed as in the former movement Plate 17. — B. 



3. From Open Column, Left in front. 

Form Line to the front, on No. 4 ! 

Half-squadrons, right Half-wheel ! 

March! 
The Half-squadron Officers, having halted the wheel, place themselves in 
front of the centre of their Half-squadrons : those in front of No. 4, immediately 
giving the word. 

Threes About ! 
No. 4 moves forward a distance equa^ to its depth ; €md upon it the Adjutant, 
Sergeant Major, &c. mark the intended Line : the Squadron Officers taking up 
their central points on the line bo given ; at the word, 

March! 
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the Rear Half-squadrons adrance in Echelon to their points, as in the former 
movements : the Front Half-«quadrons also (being threes about) more in Echelon 
to their places, rear-rank in franiy receiving the words, 

Bight Shoulders ! 

Forward ! 

Halt! Front! Dress! Plate 18.--i<. 



The Mode in which an Open Column may form Line to the rear, ypon iU 
Hear Hal/squadron has been shown, (Plate 17, B.) If it should be required to 
form Line to the Bear upon any Half-squadron or Division, except the Bear one, 
the best mode of effecting it is by Changing the front of tiie Cohunn, upon that 
Half-squadron or Division, and wheeling into Line: Example, — 
4. From Open Column, Bight in front ; 

Change Front to Left on No. 3, 

Threes Outwards 1 
This operation is precisely the same as before explained f Plate 15, AJ. When 
the Column is formed, the word is given. 

Wheel into Linel 

March! 

Halt! Dress! Plate 16.— B, 



When an Open Column, a part of which has wheeled into a New Direction, 
is required to Halt, and form Line: if the Line is to he farmed to the Fnmtj^ (as 
respects the rear portion,) it may be efiected as follows: — 

5. Column, Halt! 

Wheel into Line! Bear Division front form ! 

March! Plate 19.— A. 



* WheUier the Colomo can wheel into line to Xht front or rear^ most depend upon the hand to 
which the wheel ]« made into the new direction; vkiiU^oai^ Colnmah^ right or 1^ in fiimi. 
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If the Liiie is to be farmed to the Beary after the wordsi 

6. Colmnn, Halt I the caution will be given. 

Rear Divisions into the New Alignement ! 

{Bight 
or 
Left, 

March! 
Upon which, the Rear Divisions will enter the New Column by a flank March; 
Halt, and cover upon the Kvot-flank ; when they will receive the words, 

Wheel into Line! 

March! 

Halt! Dress! Plate 19.— B. 



INCREASING OR DIMINISHING THE FRONT. 



A Line, whether of greater or less extent, being the position in which 
Cavalry can best exert its powers : wherever the ground is sufficiently open, the 
Colunm of March should be such as would most readily form a Une of one or 
more Squadrons to meet an attack upon the shortest notice. 

A Regiment, or any portion of it, marching from one station to another, by 
public roads, and under circumstances where no attack or interruption is to be 
apprehended, usually march in file: having always an Advance Guard in fix>nt, 
and a Rear Guard in the rear, whose numbers are proportioned to the strength of 
the main body; but in flank Marches, &c. during the operations of a Campaign, 
and in the vicinity of an Enemy, the movement by threes, when the ground will 
admit of it, is in most respects preferable: in either case, when a body of Cavalry 
is entering upon a Plain, or any open ground suitable for its movements, the firont 
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should immediately be increased to that of an efficient Column of Manoeuvre. 
ThuSy when a Regiment marching in file, or by three% ftall have arrived on a 
Plain, the word will be given, 

Front form Divisions ! 
the Leading flanks moving steadily forward at the previous pace, and the Divi- 
sions forming briskly up, and Dressing to the Pivot-flank: this may be efiected 
at once, if the ground be sufficiently open; or by Divisions in succession, as each 
arrives upon the open ground; the Division Leaders taking up their Intervals, and 
covering in Colunm. 



If a further increase of firont be required, the word will be given. 

Front form Half-^uadionsT and 

(if the Column be right in firont,) 

Left Divisions, Left incline ! 
The Left Divisions will double their pace, inclining briskly to the Left, a dis- 
tance equal to their own fix)nt, and then receive the word, firom their Division 
Leaders, 

Forward! 
and firom the Half-squadron Officers, 

Eyes Left! 
the Leaders of the central Division dro{^ing to their posts in the rear: the Half- 
squadron Officer in command of the Leading Division will move out a Division 
length to the flank, to receive the Left Division: the Half-squadron Officers take 
up their correct Intervals and Covering; and the Squadron Officers will see that 
their Half-squadrons dress to the Pivot-flank. Plate. 20. — A. 



In forming Squadrons the operation is precisely similar; the words being 
given. 

Front form Squadrons! ^ 

Left Half-squadrons, Left Incline! 
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The Left Half-^qoadfont double the pace, and incline to the left, until their boat 
is clear of the preceding oims, thegr then receive the words, 

Forward! 

Eyes Centre! Plate 20.— 5. 



If further required to form Line, the word is giren, 

Form Line to the Front! 

Rear-squadrons Left Incline! 
the leading Squadron continues its pace; the remaining Squadrons incline to the 
lefty at double the former pace, until the distance and intervals are obtained, 
when the Squadron Officers give the word, 

Forward! 
and, when in line with the Leading Squadron, 

Walk I according to the pace of the Squadron ^ ^ 

or > Plate 20.— B. 

Trot, J which directs. 



In diminishing the front of a Column, the former operation is reversed. If 
an Open Column of Squadrons be right in front j the word will be given. 

Form Half-squadrons! 

Left Half-squadrons, Halt! 

Right Incline! 
the Half-squadron Officer giving the word. 

Forward! 
as soon as their Pivot-flanks cover in Column: the Officers of the Right Half- 
squadrons shift to the Pivot-flank. 



In the same maimer, the words being given. 
Form Divisions! 
Left Divisidhs, Halt! 
Right Incline ! 
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the Division Leaden take post on the Pivot flanks of each Division; and, when 
these cover in colmnn, give the word. 

Forward! 
taking np the proper intervals. 



■••— •^■^■i^^P^B^WT 



I 

If a further diminution of front be required, the word is given to the whole, 

Threes Bight ! 

Right Kioulders! 

Forward! 
the head of each Division of the Squadron closing to the rear of the preceding 
one. 
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DOUBLE COLUMN. 



Hie Double Open 6okmin of HallT-sqaadions, ov ^the ttra^gth of the Regi* 
ment will admit ct it,) of Divisions, is a most usefiil and important formatioB, 

■w 

when obstacle^ occur on the flanks to interrupt an advance in Line; from the 
facility of forming Line afterwards to the Bight, Left, or Front For Example,^^ 

Advance in Double Column of Divisions fkom the CSentre! 

Divisions, Inwards Wheel! 

March! 
The Divisions on the rig^t of the Centre wheel to the left; those on the left of 
the Centre to the right: the two Centre Divisions of the Line moive forward a 

V 

distance equal to their own fhmt: the Division Leaders take post on their proper 
Pivot*flanks: vis. am the right of those Divisions wkiok wkeekd to the left; and 
mtheh/i of those which wheeled to the right. 
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fRighO 
A Caution being givenx or >Column direct, 

(.Left, J 

the pace is sounded; and, on the word, 

March! 
the two Centre Divisions more in a direct line to the front, abreast of each other, 
with about half a horse's length distance. The remaining Divisions wheel in 
succession to their Pirot-flank keeping their intervals, and dressing by the corre- 
sponding Division in the Column named to direct Plate 21. — A, 



If required to form Line to the Right-flank, the Column will receive the 
words, 

Halt! 

Form line to the Right ! 
The Squadron Officers of the right Column will immediately give the Caution, 

Wheel into Line ! 
and place themselves fronting the Centre of their Squadrons : the Adjutant, Ser- 
geant Major, &c. fronting as directed, to give the Alignement on the Right Squa- 
dron. All the Squadron Officers will also gallop forward and mark the central 
points for their respective Squadrons. On the word, 

March ! 
the whole of the Right Column wheel into Line; the Left Column moving for- 
ward, and forming to the Reverse-flank, by each Division wheeling and moving 
up in succession, in the manner directed for that formation: with the exception 
that in Column of Divisions, the Leaders remain on the Pivot-flank; those com- 
manding the Central Divisions fisLlling back to their places in the rear, when their 
Division is halted in Line. Plate 21. — B. 



In forming line to the Left Flank, the operation is precisely sifliilar: the 
Left Column wheeling into line, and the Rig^t Column forming to the Reverse- 
flank. Plate 21.— C 
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If a Double Column be required to form Line to the Front, upon the '' Halt** 
and Caution being given, 

Form Line to the Front! 
the two leading Divisions (being central ones of the Squadron,) move forward a 
distance equal to their own front, and close together: the Squadron Officer places 
himself fronting the centre; the Adjutant on his Left, the Sergeant M^or on his 
Right, fronting the usual points to mark the Alignement: the remaining Squadron 
Officers gallop forward to mark their central points. The Division Leaders place 
themselves in front of the Centre of their Divisions, and on the word, 

March! 
the Leaders in the right Column give the word, 

Right Licline ! 
those in the Left Column, 

Left Licline! 
and (judging their points from the position of the Squadron Officer,) lead the 
Divisions to their places in Line. The Half-squadron Officers turn to the flank 
to mark the Alignement, and.the Leaders of Central Divisions to their posts in 
the rear. Plate 21.— 2>. 
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THE LINK 



Trb Morw u e ntg of flie line consist principally of Advances, Attacks, and 
Retreats: Flank Morements, and Changes of Positicm upon any distant point 
being vBoaDjr made in Cohmuii as before explained. 

A Lhne howerer of one Regiment (or the imfford^fUmk BegimmU of a 
Brigade,) may dumge its front upon either flank, or upon the Centre, by Echelon 
MoToment: finr Example, — 

1 . T hrow forward the Right! 

Half-sqoadrons, Left Quarter-wheel! 

March! 
The second caution explains the Angle, to which the line is to be advanced; 
m^AiA 9linLj%^UnMe ihmt named far the w^ the Left 

Half-squadron thereftre, which is the Base of the Movement, makes a Haif- 
wheel to Ae Left; snd upon this the Adjutaxrt, widi the Squadron Officer and 
Sergeant Hqor regulate the Alignement: the remaining Squadron Officers ride 
forward, and mark the central paints for their Squadrons : and the Half-squadron 
Officers place themselves in front of the Centre of their Half-Squadrons: the Pace 
having been sounded, on the word, 

March! 
the whole move forward in Echelon; and when the inward flank of each Half- 
squadron is nearly perpendicular* to its point in Line, the word is given. 

Left Shoulders! and 

Forward! 

• The gaarter-whMl mtde by en^ Half-SqindroB» on the word, *^L^ SkmOdenr htimg m • 
mmemhli PHfot, matt commence before the faiwird flank b exactly perpendknlar to its point in Line: 
M the inward flank oontinnei ita pace, and the outward flank incraaaea the pace in proportion. 
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when parallel to the intended Line; and, when jnftt entering the Alignement, 

Halt! Dress! 
the Half-sqoadron Officer taming to firont the outward flank-^Se, until the word 
is given. 

Eyes Front! ^ Plats 28.— *il 



-Throw back the Left! 



Threes About 1 

Half-squadrons, I^ft Quarter-wheel! 

March! 
The second Caution, as before, explains the intended Angle; and the* Right 
Half-squadron consequently (being threes about) makes a Ha^-wheel to the Left, 
and vaceives the word. 

Halt! Frontl Dre98! 
and upon it the Acyutant, &c« mark the Alignement: the Squadron Officers mark 
their central points, and on the word, 

March 1 
the Half-squadrons (being threes about) follow the Serrefile Officers ; the Half- 
squadron Officer in rear of the Centre of the Front-rank, giving the words in 

proper time. 

Right Shouklen! 

Forward ! 

Halt! Front! Dress! 
MdinmiecUctflfy placing himself firoBtiog the outward J^^ PtATU ftSLr—B. 
N. B...;.SlioQld the Half-Miuftdron Officer find &at his JBUf-sfaadnm was 
not tnoTing correctly in Echelon to its point, he can check the emr, by " Bifktt 
or Lefi IncUnef aad " Farwttdl" whm «Mne(ed. 
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3. ^Thiow forwaid the Left! 

Half-squadrons, Bight Half-wheel! 
March! 
The second Caation, in this instance, explains that the Line is to be advanced 
the whole Wheel (or the fourth part of a Circle). The operation is, in other 
respects, precisely similar to the preceding Movements; the Half-squadrons 
making another Half-wheel on the moveable Pivot, at the word '^ Left Shoulders!^ 

Plate 23.— ii. 



4. Change front on No. 3. Left thrown back ! 

Left Win^, threes About! 

Half-squadrons, Left Half-wheel! 

March ! 
This Central Movement is merely a compound of the preceding ones; the Bight 
flank being thrown forward, the Left back: the Half-squadron named as the 
Base, wheels forward thefuU Quarter-circle^ and upon it the Alignement is regu- 
lated. The remaining Half-squadrons move in Echelon to the front and rear, as 
before explained. Plate 23. — B 



COUNTERMARCH OF THE LINE. 



K the Regiment consists of an uneven number of Squadrons (three, or five,) 
the Countermarch will be most expeditiously effected upon the Centre Squadron: 
Example, — 

The Line will Countermarch on the C^itre Squadron! 
Upon this Caution the Officer commanding the Centre Squadron, gives the word, 

Bight Half-squadron, threes About! 
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the Commanding Officer then gires the word. 

Threes Inwards! 
The Officers commanding the Right and Bight-centre Squadrons, 

Threes Left! 
those commanding the Left, and Left-Centre, 

Threes Right! 
the Officer commanding the Centre Squadron, 

Right About, Wheel! 

March! 

Halt! Front! f to the Right Half-squadron: J— Dreisl 
During the wheel of the Centre Squadron, the Pace is sounded, and the moment 
the Wheel is completed, the Commanding Officer g^ves the word, 

March! 
the Squadrons from the Right moving close along the rear of the Centre Squa- 
dron; and those from the Left leading out sufficiently to pass them at a horse's 
length distance. The Squadron Officers, at the word, ** March!" gallop forward 
to take up their Central points; and the leading Half-squadron Officer of each 
Squadron, as soon as his Interval is obtained, gives the word, 

Right^ 

or >Form! 
Left, J 

and immediately fronts the Flank of Formation, taking up the Dressing from the 

Centre Squadron. Plats 24. — A. 



If the Regiment consists of an even number of Squadrons, the Central Coun- 
termarch may be made by Half squadrons or Divisions: for Example, — 

The Line will Countermarch on the Centre by Half-squadrons ! 
Left Wing, threes About! 
Half-squadrons, Left-wheel I 
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The Squadron Officers, in this case, wiU j^aca themaelrea opposite their Central 
Points, without ikejlamk of ike Cohtmrn^ on the intended front; on the word, 

Mvcb! 

each Colonm, taking their proper Interrals, will form in succession to the 

BererBe^flank, as already explained; and the Commanding Officer will give the 

word, 

By the Bij^t Centre") 

or >Sqoadron, Dress! 

By the Left Centre J 

The Squadron Officers will move np to firont the Centre of their Sqnadrons; and 

the Adjutant and Sergeant Migor to their points, to regulate the AUgnement npon 

the Squadron named. Plate d4.-*J9. 

The Countermarch of the line may also be made from either flank, in 

Column of Half-squadrons <nr Dirisions; <nr by threes; but these being simple 

M orements, upoa ptindples already IbHy explained, it is unnecessary to enter 

into ftnrther El 
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ADVANCE IN LINE. 



The Advance in Une, as preparatory to the attack, is the most important 
of all the Movements of Cavalry: it is the great object to which all other forma- 
tions and movements refer; and, on the steadiness and regularity of its execution, 
the success or frilure of an attack must materially depend. The least appearance 
of QBsteadiBess gives confideooe to an Enemy; whilst, on the othi^ hand, firm- 
ness and regoUirily may even dieok his intenticms, though superior in fetoe: for 
it has alcea4y been shown that an Attack mutt be met, if it be only on the prin- 
ciple of Defence. If Cavalry, under any circumstances, stand still to receive an 
attack, their Defeat is inevitable. 
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The whole strengih of CaVaby consists in the compsict lUtangen^eAt a!nd 
unity o^ the Squadron : it is as one body, nnder one hes^l, to wliidh alone tbe 
attention of evety indiyidnal com]^di»ng it is to f>e directed. 

The Dressing of each Squadron is to its awn Centre^ to which eVery ^ye 
must glance, without turning the head or body; the Horses kept light, but well 
in handy and square to the front ; neither crowding inwards, nor flying off, but 
maintaining, as near as possible, the correct distance of six inches from knee to 
knee : the Non-commissioned Officers in the Centre strictly following, and con- 
forming to the moToments and pace of the Squadron Officer, at one horse*s length 
distance. 

It is of the first importance that the flanks of Squadrons should not advance 
beyond the line of Dressing; as, by doing so, they must endbarrass the other 
Squadrons of the Line, and occasion crowding to their own Centre : the flank 
Officers and Men should therefore be cautioned to keep the flanks slightly back 
in the more rapid paces of the gallop, and Charge. The actual Charge, made in 
the f<mn of a small segment of a Circle, will have the more powerful effect ; .and 
if the Squadron be halted without making an Attack, the Dressing-iq) to the 
Centre is recoTeted with the greatest facility. 

If the foregomg instructions are adhered to, the Advance in Line is entirely 
dependent upon the Squadron Officers; who, on their part, must act without 
giving the least attention to those following them. The Officer commimding the 
Squadron niUned to direct will keep his ^e constantly fixed upon any two olgects 
he has selected on a Une directly perpendicular to his Front; and be careful to 
keep an even steady pace, (at whatever pace may be sounded:} any checking, 
swerving, or alteration of pace on his part must necessarily shake and disturb his 
whole Squadron. The remaining Squadron Officers will take their Dressing and 
Intervals firom him, as also the Pace when sounded; and, giving their whole 
attentidn to these points, will move in all respeets as tf there were no Qtker person 
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in thejield. When a Halt is sounded,* they will immediately turn to front the 
Centre of their respective Squadrons, and the Half-squadron Officers to the out- 
^ ward flank-files: the Adjutant giving the Alignement as usual upon the Squadron 
of Direction. Plate 25. 



THE LINE WILL RETIRE. 



As no Body of Cavalry should ever advance to the Attack without a sufficient 
support, when a Regiment attacks in Line, in the course of Exercise, it must be 
supposed that they are supported by Cavalry or Infantry in their rear. It may 
be necessary to retire through this second Line; which can be efiected firom 
either flank of Squadrons, by Divisions or by threes; or by threes from the flanks 
of Half-squadrons; thus forming an open Column upon the Halt, ready to wheel 
into Line, to its original Front: for Example, — 

Retire by Divisions from the Right of Squadrons ! 

Divisions Right-wheel ! 

March! 
The Right Division of each Squadron, upon the word, wheels Right-about; 
and the remaining three Divisions wheel to the Right: the Division Leaders take 
post on their Left-flank: the Pace hemg sounded, on the word, 

March! 
the whole move, in separate Columns, direct to the Rear; the Divisions wheeling 



* In the actual Cliaige» wl^re reristance if met with» tht Halt, if any, wiU be gradnal and irrega* 
lar» according to circomstances, and the effect prodaoed; bat, in Exerdae, to show the readine« of 
man and hone, it shonid be made at once. 
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in succession at the point, which was the Right of the Squadron: the Columns 
taking their intervals from, and dressing by the Left Column. 

When required to form Line, the Commanding Officer gives the word, 

Leading Divisions, Left wheel ! 
and the Division Leader, 

Forward! 
when the Quarter-circle is complete. 

The Squadron Officers halt at a Hatf-squadran^s length from the Pivot-flank 
of their Leading Divisions: the Divisions wheel in succession to the Left; and, 
when the flank of his Second Division has reached the Squadron Officer, he will 
give the word. 

Halt! 
The word is then given to the Whole by the Commanding Officer, 

Wheel into Line! 

March! Halt Dress! Plate 26. — A. 



Retire by threes from the Right of Half-Squadrons! 

Threes Right! 
The Half-squadron Officers immediately place themselves on the flank of their 
leading threes ; and, on the word, 

March! 
bring the Left-sboulders forward, and lead directly to the Rear: taking their 
Intervals and Dressing from the Left. On the words. 

Halt! Front! 
they stand in Open Column of Half-squadrons Right in front; and can wheel into 
Line when ordered. Plate 26. — B. 



The foregoing Examples show the method of making an immediate and rapid 
Retreat; but frequent instances occur where it is desirable to efiect a protracted 
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Betifeat, and to keep a pujcsiiing Enemy in check aa long wi pomble: with this * 
view, the movement m^8i,be made in such order, as to Jiare some portion of the 
force fidw^s fqrpied, an4 ready to meet an Attack; and still further to impede 
and harrass his advance, Skirmidiers should be thrown out ^ front: for Ex- 
ample, — 

Retire, by alternate Half-squadrons, from the Ri|^t! 

Covered by Skirmishers! 
A certain nun^ber on eaqh flank of the Squadrpns (viz. either four, five, or six 
files, according to the strength of the Regiment,) will have been cautioned by 
the Adjutant to act as ^drmishers when called for: these, up9n the last Caution, 
wiU immediately return Swords and draw Pistols. 

The whole of this movement is ordered by Bugle; upon, the sound ^' Retire" 
the Right Hi|lf-squadrpns go Threes-obouiy and move directly to the Rear, Xhres- 
sing to their Left: the Half-squadron Officers placing th^nselves (as Squadron 
Officers) in rei^ of the Centre of their Front-rank; when the sound is repeated, 
they give the words. 

Halt! Front! 
And the Left Half-squadrons, at the same time, go ihrees-aboulj and move to the 
Rear, passing the flanks of the preceding ones; and so on alternately, as long as 
the Retreat continues in this order. 

When the Left Half-squadrons have gone about, and retired so £ur as just to 
pass the preceding ones, (or at any moment the Commanding Officer may judge 
most advantageous,) the Bugle will sound ^^ Skirmishers Out," when ail those 
cautioned will immediately gallop out, and arrange themselves at even distances 
along the front; the Rear-rank halting about sixty yards in front of the Half-squa- 

t 

drons most advanced, and the Front-rank about thirty yards in firont of them: 
and proceed to skirmish as directed. — See Instruciione/or SkirmisherSj page 68. 
A Retreat having been thus made, the Commanding Officer may form Line 
atonoe, either up&n the JFhmt or Bear Half -squadrons; and, the B^gle sound 
" mmiskersilnr Platjs 87. 
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A line may also Retiie and Change Front during the Retreat, by the direct 
Echdon of Squadrons (ht Half-squadrons, firom either flank: for Example, — 
1. R etire in Echelon of Half-squadrons firom the Left! 

Covered by Skirmishers! 
The Left Half-squadron receives the word, 

Threes About! 
and, upon the word, 

March! 
moves in a direct Line to the Rear. 

Each Half-squadron going about, and moving off in succession, and taking 
the same Intervals as in Open Column* The Commanding Officer sounds for 
Skirmishers at his discretion, as in the former movement. 

Having retired as for as he deems necessary in this order, the Commanding 
Officer gives the words, 

2. Change Front to Left! 

Left- wheel! 
The Right Half-squadron then leads the Retreat 

The Skirmishers, from the commencement of the operation should confcmon 
to the Echelon Movement; by gaining ground, at each change of Ranks, to the 
Left and to the Rear; so as completely to cover the front when changed. 

The Line may be formed upon any Half-squadron, whether flank or central: 
for Example, — 

Halt! 
S. F orm Line on No. 3 ! 

Half-squadrons on the Right, (of No. 3) 
Front! 
The Alignement is marked on No. 3; and, on the word, 

March I 
ihe wliole move direct to their places in Line ; and the Skirmishers are called in. 

Platm 28. 
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THE CHARGE. 



It has been already stated that, in every Attack of Cavahry, it is of the 
utmost importance to have a Reserve formed and steady ; which may be able to 
follow up the attack if successful, and complete the overthrow of the Enemy ; 
or serve as a cover to protect the body, if unsuccessful, in their retreat and 
re-formation. 

The Proportion of Force for Attack and Reserve must necessarily depend 
upon circumstances, and the discretion of the Commanding Officer. Indeed, the 
success or fiadlure of the actual Charge must generally depend upon the prompt- 
ness and intelligence displayed in these arrangements, and the steadiness and 
vigour of their execution. Much, therefore, will depend upon the Squadron 
Officers who lead : It must be their object to preserve a steady, even, and regular 
advance, until the moment of attack, when about sixty yards from their Oppo- 
nents : and then, by their Action and Example, to rouse and excite the Soldier 
to rush boldly and impetuously on his Enemy .^ 

'^ Rising in the Stirrups and pointing the Sword will always occasion a 
shake in the Squadron ; it will naturally be done when necessary. It is in the 



* The Dcscriptioii of the Charge it well giren in the French ** Ordonnance Prorisoire poor U 
CayiUrie, 1815." 

'* La charge n'ett pas proprement dite nne manceurre : e'ea nne marche directe, mais phis vire, 
" plus impetaense, dont Tennemi est le point de direction, comme sa defidt en est le terme; elle 
** rentre done natorellement dans les principes de la marche directe, a partir de loin ; mais a mesore 
*' qn'on se n^rproche deTennemi, elle prend le caractere d'attaqoe: ainsl, qnand le Com man d an t da 
" Regiment jngera etre a telle distance de Tennemi qn'il pnisse engager la charge, ni de trop loin> ce 
** qui essoufleroit les chevanx et Icnr oteroit la force d' impuluon, nl de trop prcs, ce qni nuin^t a 
" r dans neceMaire." 
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unifonn velocity of the Squadron that its effect consists. The Spur as much as 
the Sword tends to overset an opposite Enemy ; when the one has nearly accom- 
plished this end, the other may complete it'' — Cavalry Regulations, 1813. 



ATTACKS AND SUPPORTS. 



In Field Drill and Exercise advancing to the Attack, Retreating, Ralljdng, 
&c. with proper supports, cannot be too often practised ; to familiarise both 
Officers and Men with these most important points. 

Suppose a Regiment of Three Squadsons, arriving upon a Plain, in Column 
of Half-Squadrons : and imagine an Enemy they are to attack in front The 
Commanding Officer will form Squadrons to the front, as soon as the ground will 
permit ; and attack with the Right Squadron ; having cautioned the Centre and 
Left to support 

The Support, under the command of the senior Officer, will steadily follow 
the attacking Squadron when they TVoi ; the Support will continue to Walk ; 
and, when they increase the pace to a Gallop, the Support will Trot ; when they 
Charge, Gallop. If the advance is of long continuance at the Walk, or Trot, and 
circumstances render it adviseable, the Support may form Line to the Front 

In a Regiment of Five Squadrons, the attacking body should consist of two 
Squadrons ; the Support of two Squadrons ; and a Reserve of one Squadron in 
the rear. 

In actual Service^ the conduct of the Support after an attack, must necessa- 
rily depend upon circumstances: but in Drill and Exercise, upon the Charge 
being completed, the Support will drop into a walk, and move steadily forward. 

The Attack being supposed successfrd, the ^^ Pursuit,** should be immer 
diately sounded ; and the whole Squadron gallop forward, opening out from the 
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Centre, and cutting right and left, as soon as sufficient distance is obtidned : 
as they proceed, the Rear Rank will drop back to about 30 jrards in Rear of fheir 
Front Rank, following their Front Rank men as near as possible. When the 
Pursuit is to be checked, the Commanding Officer will sound, 

'' Halt ! '* for the whole. 
The Squadron dispersed in front will immediately catch up their distances, in 
two Ranks, as Skirmishers; Return Swords, Draw Pistols, and commence 
Skirmishing to the /rant. Plats 29. 

After a short Advance, the Line, (i. e. the Support,) may be ordered to retire ; 
and, upon the sound, the advanced Squadron will Retire also. Skirmishing to the 
rear. Should the Line change front in the Retreat, the Skirmishers will conform 
to, and cover the movement, as in Plate 28. 



If the Commanding Officer should think proper to repeat the Attack, he will 
sound '^ the Rally ^^ upon which, the Officer commanding the advanced Squadron 
will gfive the word, 

Peloton to the Flanks ! 
the Half-Squadron Officers will turn fronting the outward Flanks, and raise their 
Swords : the Skirmishers of each Half-Squadron, (front and rear ranks), will turn 
outwards, gallop to the flank, and form at once upon the Officer ; who will place 
himself in front of the centre of his Half-Squadom. Plats 29. 

As soon as these are formed in Peloton, the next Squadron may advance 
between them to the Attack ; and, in the same manner, the third. The First, or 
Right Squadron, cloring (by threes inwards) and forming the last Support 



If instead of ^^ 771^ Rally ^ as above stated, the Commanding Officer should 
sound, ^ Skirmishers in ;^ the Skirmishing Squadron will turn outwards, and 
close up in JUe to the Flanks, at a brisk pace. The Half-Squadron Officers 

leading them to the rear, and forming {Rear Form f) to the Squadron Officer, 

* 

wherever he shall have posted himself, to mark the centre of Che Squa^n. 
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SKIRMISHERS. 



SKlRy ISHINO is a most essential Duty, as it is i1^ only Defence of Cavalry; 
and too much attention cannot be given to the instruction and practice of every 
individual in this particular. A certain number of Files, on each Flank of the 
Squadron when told ofT, are cautioned to act as Skirmishers in general, when 
called for : but in Light Cavalry especially, the entuc Regiment should be fuHy 
competent and accustomed to this duty ; and whole Squadrons should be fre- 
quently thrown forward to Skirmish, in the manner already described.* 

When Skirmishers are called out, they wiU dash briskly forward, and align 

themselves at even distances along the front, halting at the word of the Officer 

in charge of them : the Rear Rank allowing the Front Rank to gain ground 

during the advance to thirty yards in front of them, and covering their Front 

Rank men ; an Officer, or Non-commissioned Officjer in command of each Rank, 

* 

being in front of the centre. 



* This opinion it strongly tnpported by a fact related in one of the notes to Major fieaumish's 
IVanalation of Count Bismark's Lectures on Caralry Tactics. 

** On the 4th of July, 1810, the Picquets of the 16th Dragoons were attacked by the Enemy in snch 
" superior force, (nearly three Regiments of Cavalry,) that they were forced to give way, and retire 
*' towards Gallegos ; the Enemy followed up his attack with such rapidity, that the Dragoon who was 
** entrusted with the report of the French advance, could not reach Oallogos before them, and both 
" appeared at the same moment in front of the 1st German Hussars who were already formed. Captain 
^^Kradchenberg, whose Squadron was posted a little in advance of the Regiment, immediately led it on 
at full gallop, to within fifteen paces of the Enemy's line, where he formed the whole Squadron into 
a line of Skirmishers. The Hussars being thus brought so near the Enemy, poured a most destruc- 
tive fire into his ranks, and supported by a few well-served discharges from Lieutenant Macdonald's 






" guns, succeeded in checking the pursuit of the French, and defeating the intended surprise." 
K 
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When the Skirmishers hare adyanced from tixiy to one hundred yards to 
the boat ; (the distance must be regulated according to the number employed, 
the strength of the Regiment, varieties of Ground, &c. ) they will receive the word, 

Halt! 

Upon which the Rear Rank will stand steady to the front, with their Pistols or 
Carbines at the recover. 

N. B. The Pistols or Carbines, when it is intended to Skirmish, should be 
previously loaded. 

The Front Rank, upon a signal from their leader (by waving his sword), 
will immediately turn to the Right, and move towards that flank at a brisk walk, 
about ten or twelve yards ; and in the same manner, upon a signal, will go about, 
(always towards the frcmt), and move to the Left The leader of the Rear Rank 
will make the signal of ^' Ready y^ by holding up his sword at the full extent of 
the arm ; and the leader of the Front Rank will make the signal to Jirej by 
pointing his sword towards the Enemy. Not a word should be spoken if it can 
possibly be avoided, that fuU attention may be paid to the signals from, and 
movements of the Line they are covering. 

Upon the signal to Fire, the first who perceives it obeys immediately, and 
each separately, as his aim is taken. It is by no means desirable to fire at once, 
as in a volley ; but each man taking a cooL and deliberate aim, and being espe- 
eiaHy care&l to level low. The Horses to be kept in motion the whole time. 

If Skirmishing to the frcmt, (i. e. to cover an advance), when the Front Rank 
have fired ; the Rear Rank, on a signal firom their leader, will move forward at 
a gallop, to about thirty yards in front of them, (each man passing to the Left of 
his fi[«Bt-iaak man), halt by signal, and commence the flank movement imme- 
dklety ; which will be conlanued, tiU upon (the mgnal of ^ Ready ^* from the 
Rear,) they fire, halt, and fix)nt 

The Front Rank standing steady and square to the firont, will load as expe- 
ditiously as possible, bringing the Pistols -or Carbines instantly to the recover 
when loaded. 
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If Sldnnishing to the Rear, (to cover a Retreat), the Rank which is in front 
haying fired, will, upon the leader's signal, go right about, and gallop to the dis- 
tance of thirty yards in Rear of that just loaded ; halt, front, and load as rapidly 
as possible. 

N. B. Each Skirmisher of the Front Rank either in advancing or retiring, 
will pass his Rear Rank man to his Right ; whilst the Skirmishers of the Rear 
Rank, under the same circumstances, pass on the Lefl: except when it is 
required to gain {pround to either flank, to cover the movements of the Line ; in 
which case, each Rank will pass on that hand to which ground is to be taken. 



70 



OF THE LINE. 



The Movements and Manoeavres of a Line, or Brigade of Cavalry, are simi- 
lar to, and composed of those of a single Regiment They will in general be 
compound movements, inasmuch as it may require two or more modes of Ma- 
noeuvre to execute a Change of front, or position ; but the method of execution, 
as regards each, remains precisely the same. 

The Regiment on the inner flank will move on all respects as a single Regi- 
ment ; and if there be one or two more Regiments in Brigade, their changes of 
situation are performed, for the most part, in Open Column. 

The Adjutant will mark the Inward flank, and the Regimental Sergeant 
Major the Outward flank of the new position for the Regiment. And when &e 
leading Ha]f-Squadron or Division shall arrive at the point so marked by the 
Adjutant, the Squadron OflScers will move out and take up the central points for 
their Squadrons, as in Regimental Manoeuvre. The only variation necessaiy in 
practise is, that the Adjutant being an the extreme Rights and the Sergeant 
Major on the extreme Left of the Regiment, the Half-Squadron Officer on the 
inward flank vrill place himself where the Adjutant is posted in Regimental 
Movements, and th« Adjutant wiU regulate the Alignement w^oa him and the 
Squadron Officer. The Half-Squadron Officer on the outward flank will remain 
on the flank of his Half-Squadron ; the Sergeant Major marking that point : for 
Example, — 

In a Line of Three Regiments, (of Three Squadrons each,) 

The Line will change finrnt, right throvm forward ! Plats 30. 

The Left Regiment (A) will proceed in the usual manner by the Echelon 
movement. Plate 22. — A. 
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The Centre Regiment (B) will advance hj Threes from the Left of Half- 
Squadrons ; Left incline on the march, and enter the new Alignement by the 
flank march of the Column. When the Left Half-Squadron has reached the 
pointy marked by the Adjutant, they will receive the words. 

Halt ! Dress ! 

The Squadron Officers will then gallop forward to mark the central points 
for their respective Squadrons ; and when the Column is halted, the Regiment 
will wheel into Line. 

The Regiment on the Right (C) will advance from the Left in Open Column 
of Half-Squadrons, lead upon the point marked by their Adjutant; and, when 
the head of the Column has arrived there. Halt, and form Line to the front in 
Echelon. See Page 45. — Plats 17.— i<. 



THE END. 
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